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TIJEQDO^IUS AND CONSTANTIA. 



LETTER I. 

ThEODOSIUS to C0KSTANTIA« 

X H £ efforts which a mind m trouble 



makes to regain its XxA peace, like thofe 
glances of the fun that ftruggle through op- 
pofmg clouds, are delightful to all behold- 
ers. . When my Conftantia rofc above that 
gloom of forrow, which her too apprehcn* 
five heart bad thrown around her ; whcii 
1 faw her eye brighten, and her elegant but 

A 2 . de^: 
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dejedcd features aflTumc the beautiful fotm 
in which nature had moulded them, I ihould 
have felt the pleafure of a chriftian^ had I 
nt)t onQc been Theodofius. 



Amiable mourner! Let us now forget 
the name which you have fo long remem- 
bered with anguifli, and which you could 
not pronounce without trembling, when 
you afFe<£lingly told Theodoiius that you , 
believed him to be no more. I wept, my 
Conftantia, but my concern arofe not from 
a fenfe of your guilt, but of jour fufFerings, 
Thofe tears, indeed, fell from the eyes of 
Theodofius, and in them the ConfefTor had 
no part. The powers of memory and re- 
flexion were, in one moment, prefented 
yrith every fcene of diftrefs and tendernefs 
which our unhappy iloves had produced. 
And when I confidermyfclf as the unfortu- 

, natc 
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natc cawfe of yotw long, your unmerited 
fufFcrihgs, 1 felt, in one painful minute, 
whac Conftantia had endured for years. 
Perhaps, too, your unequaH'ed fidelity and 
unaltered love, while they flattered my 
heart, brought it back a moment to the 
world.— But my guardian Spirit whifpered 
me that I had made a higher choice, and 
reminded me that the duties I owed you 
werethofeofa fpiritual director, from whom 
you were to receive confolation and infiruc- 
tioM. But before 1 proceed to the further 
difcharge of thofe duties, let me fntreat you 
to forgive — forgive me, fufiering innocence, 
for bemg the unhappy, though invohmtaiy 
inilrument of your many miferies. — Five 
unchearful years f my Conftantia! How 
has your gentle heart fupported itfelf during 
that melancholy period ? How has it fuf- 
taincd thofe cruel apprehcnfioiw, which, in 

B 5' con- 



cQtifeffion, ihook your frame f The reflec- 
tion of wb^t yoti muft have endured for me> 
as it then wrung my foul with anguifii, yet 
clouds it with fbrrow, and»bas power to dif* 
turb the fcrenity of a mind, which I truft 
hath been vifited by the peace of God. 

But I ihould be ftill more difconfblatc, 
were I not well aflfured that your prefent 
happinefs will be in proportion to your for* 
mer fufiering^, and that the difficult ways 
through which you walked have at laft con- 
veyed you to the manfions of peace. 

SncH^ Conftantia, is the lot of faumah 
£fe. The road to happinefs is feldom 
ilrewed with flowers, nor perhaps ought it 
to be fo ; as we (hould, in that cafe, be in^ 
dined to take our paflage for our port, and 
while we enjoyed the manna^ we might neg« 
led the promifed land, 

I AM, 
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I KNt^ howevery of a diSeient opinion 
from moft mcA with regard to moral and 
natural cvih« They derive them from the 
hand of providence^ and charge the confe* 
qiiences of human paffions, follies, and vices,* 

« 

upon the divine adminiftration. Would 
this be proper for a perfon who is labouring 
under difeafes that are the natural and in- 
evitable effe&s of intemperance ? Can thofe 
pains which the fufferer has fconfcioufly and 
voluntary brought upon himfelf be deemed 
the vifitation of God ? Would not this be 
to chargi Godfoolijbly ? And, if this were ad- 
mitted, with what propriety could we fay of 
that divine Being, that He does not willingly 
affiSi bis creatures ? With regard to this doc* 
trine, my Conftantia, it is of confequence 
that you fhould be rightly informed, be* 
caufe from mijlaken apprehenjions of Provi" 
dence proaed abn'ift all the errors of religious 

faitb. 
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faitb'^. But moft dangerous to ourfelves^ 
and moft injurious to the Deity, are thole 
opinions which magnify his defpotifm at the 
expence of his benevolence. Hearken not ' 
to fuch opinions, Conftantia : God cannot 
be the miniiler of eviK 

Our fufferings, natural and moral, are 
the confequence of that freedom of will, 
which is' the very eflence of our iporal^ 
powers, and without which we fliould be 
mere machines, incapable of ali virtue. 
There are indeed fome natural evils, which 
to incur or avoid depends not on ourfclves, 
becaufe they come not within the ceconomy 
of rcafon. But of thefe we partake only in 
common with mankind ; and as in the dif- 
pcnfation of fome of them we can perceive 

• See Letters 9n Religious Retirement ^ Wr. wohert 
this tbcughi ii cart ied furtbtr , 

that 
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that Providence had wife and gracious pur- 
pofes, fo we may fairly infer that thcJfe 
whofe final caufes we cannot apprehend, have 
their origin iathe fame univ£Rsal Bene- 

TOtENCE.. 

It Js,,I think, generally unJerftood, as x 
dodlrine founded upon revelation, that there . 
are fuch things as divine inflidHonj even in 
this life. No dbuBt there my be fuch, and* 
there may be feafons obvious to the eye of 
Provrdence, when it is good for us to be af- 
fiiflcd, Wie may be fummoned by calamity 
from the purfuit of pleafure, and, though 
we cannot perceive the hand, the writino- 
may be divine. 

But I believe that this interpofition of 
the fuprcme power is very rare. Nay I will 
own to my Conftantia, that my faith in this 

doc- 
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there upon the mbrd adions of mankind ? 
When the great fanAions bf Chriftianity 
were fet forth, tbofe reftratnts became incon- 
fiderable, and were totallj absorbed in the 
interefts of the new fyftem, OldtUngspaffid 
awaf^ bibMf Jll things iecamt tuw* 

But tvi an t§9 apt to mix our nUgion^ and 
to in£$rp9rati the divinity of the Old Te/iament 
with that of tho New. The moral law in- 
deed ftill remains in force, becaufe its ttn^ 
dency was evcrlafting ; but when God fa^ 
fir to enter into a new covenant with man, 
the difpenfations of his providence were aU 
tered, and made agreeable to it. Thus, tho* 
under the old law it might be necef&ry for 
the divine power to chaflen whom he lovedy yet 
that meafure could be no longer expedient, 
when the hopes and fears of mankind were 
appealed to by the £tn£Hons of immortality* 
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io&fint is, at bdl, but diftboiicaT ; for white- 
I hiliive^ I frimkli. WiH God do evil that 
good may comt ? Is it neceflkiy i Can AU 
mightj F»irer be linked in the ufe of 

means? 

t WILL moreover warn jFon of the evil^ 
that may be derived from this dodrine. 
It may prompt us to vain comparifons and> 
uncharitable conftfu£kions: When we be«- 
hsld the calamities of others, we may be in-^ 
clined to trace the finger of God where it has* 
not been -, and when we tacitly refer to ouv 
own condition, we may impute our exemp>* 
tion from evil to that integrity whereof wfir 
ought not to boaft. 

UifDEit the moiatcaTdifpen&tJon, prefent 
infli£Uons were more vifible becaufe more 
necelTary: For, what other reftraint 'wa» 

there 
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It 1$ of great importance to you, Con- 
ftantia^ to form a right idea of your Creator, 
and to know in whom you have beUev$d, To 
affift you.. \n this refpedt, will be one of the 
firft endeavours of Fathei , 
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I. E T T E R 11. 

CONSTANTIA tO ThEODOSIUS. 

jS/xY forrows for Thcodofius are no more; 
He liveSi and Confiantia is happy. If you 
woiild not have me remember my fufFerings,. 
forget them yourfelf ; for nothing now could 
make the refleSion'of them painful to me^ 
but their afFeSing my revered Father- 

Gracioits Providence ! And have I at 
length found a father ? Has heaven gxanted 
what nature; refufed ? She gave me indeed 
a father.; but he forgot the name; or he 
Temembered the name and the authority, 
but forgot the duties of the alliance. Do 
I.err? Then inftruc9: me, my holy guide, 

kiftrud me to revere the mui who baniihed 

Theo. 
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Theodofius, and imbitteitd, mthout caufe, 
the moments of her whom he had brought 

jnto being. But I will rovere bim^ for he 
was kind at Ia((, and permitted me to retire 

^to this ifylnm of peace. Whatever were hi^ 
motives^ I will revere bii|i| for have I not 
here found the only com^fort I was capable 
of? Am I not fare that Theodofius lives ? 
Without that con virion (I own my weak- 
rpefs) I ihould have been unhappy within 

. >thefe holy walls. The e^ercifes or devotion 
1 purfued with equal affiduity before I enter- 
ed upon the conventual life ; but my prayers 
were the heavy facrifices of forrow and con* 
trition. I was alike a ftranger to the ferenity 
of peace, and to the comfort of hope* It was 
not in the power of confcious penitence to 
•fet my heart at eafe, whenever the painful 
thought prefented itfelf, that my cowaxdly 
acquiefcence in the will of a iather Kad 

been 



btea death to the moft valuable and moft 

< 

mpuable of men. Pitying heaven has at 
length undeceived me, and at once reftored 
to my eyes thofe dear lamented fugitives, 
Thepdofius and happinefsj both changed 
indeed, but both improved by the change. 
The pleafure I enjoyed in the company 
of the elegant and lively Theodofius, was 
gay, fprightly, and animated, like himfelf ! 
With him it departed and returned ; and my 
heart was alternately delighted anddeprefle<t» 
Very different is the {sLthh&ion I now feeU 
It is ferene and peaceful like Father Francis. 
My mind is coUeded, and my fpirits are 
repofed. No lo&g^ agitated with the anxi- 
eties and impatience of hopes that terminate 
here ; my eye is £xed on that diflant, inva* 
riable obje^lof happinefs, on which time or 
chance can have no ioB^nce. 



Ye 
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Ye holy retreats ! ye venerable ailcs ! 
do I owe this peace to you? No, not 
to you : for methinks I have feen in your 
regions the gloom of difcontcnt. Is it not, 
my pious Father, from a quiet confcience 
that I derive this repofe ? I fhoiild not, 
indeed, have felt it before I entered this 
convent, but I (hould not then have 
known that T-h e o d o s i u s was ftill in 
ieing. 



Do not think, however, that I rejoice 
;iiot in my fitiiation. I do rejoice in it .* 
JSut my JQy arifes, as I apprehend, from a 
dilburthcned mind. The fudden change 
from painful apprehenAon to the certainty 
of confirmed wifbes, ' was attended with 
a tranfport, the eiFeds of which I ftill 

ftcK 
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feel. But will not thefe eSc£Vs laft? 
Surely thejf will. O, my friend ! what 
tears of joy have I flied over that firft wel- 
come letter, which informed me that The- 
eisfiui was JiUl alive. 

But do I not forget that I am addreffing 
myfelf to the venerable Fiancis? Pardon 
mc i I had indeed forgot, till on re-perufing 
that ever- dear letter, I beheld the holy name 
at the bottom. Yes ; delightful letter ! 
fweet meffenger of peace ! Thou informeft 
me that I mu{t confidet Tbeodofius Ailt as 
dead. — Hat dead, didft thou'fay ? Thcodo- 
fius is ftill alive. Didft thoa not fay that 
too? Equivocating letter! Be gone into my 
bofom : but prefume not there to fay that 
Theodofms i$ dead. 
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Heavens! what rambling is this ? 
Whither has my ungutded pen betrayed 
me! Once more forgive me, my revered 
Father ! 



I THANK you for the comfort, as well 
as for the information which your* laft 
letter aiForded me. You have placed the 

ETERNAL PROVIDENCE in a light the 

moft amiable, and new, at lead to me» 
' I had always, hitherto, looked upon that 
power as the Infiidor of temporary evils, 
and confidered both private and public 
calamities as his judgements. But you 
have now made me of a diiFerent opinion | 
and I entirely agree with you, that tem<* 
porary rewards and puniihments are fuper-> 
feded by the fan£tions of the chriftian 
religion. Neverthelefs, I am ftill of opinion 
that God may occa£onally iiiterpofe, by 

the 
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theinfliaion of evil, to fave^ wretch who 
is thoughtlefly or obftiiuitely faaftening to 
deflruflion; but, with you, I appreheiK} 
that fuch difpenfations are very rare, and 
zm^.iox the reafbns you mex^xioii, .alotpft 
afraid to believe them* 

One thought, however, occurs to ine on 

, this occafion, which I iball take the liberty 
to inentiofl, ia confequence of the invitation 
you have given me to expre& iny fentimestg 
without referve* 



We are fo entirely different in our 
powers and paffions, and the circumftances 
of fin and temptation are fo ^etremely 
various, that though the Almighty might 
in general leave it to the fan^ons of 
religion alone -^to influence the aAions of 
tmn, yet p(>ffibly be might (fo to tern Jt) 

B z refer ve 
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veferve a difcretionary power, to briAg 
proper obje£b by affliAions, to their 
duty. 

Bar though the Creator of the univerfe 
caA in ho fenfe be the authox; of cvHy it 
cannot be doubted, I apprehend, that he 
may and frequently does bring good out 
of evil. Of this the ftory of Jofeph is, in 
all its € ircumftances, a remarkable proof. 
I cannot fuppofe, neither would you have 
me believe, that God ii^fpired the brethren 
of Jofeph with envy, that they might fell 
him into Egypt ; yet, what glorious advan- 
tages did the Almighty Providence bring out 
of that event! 

' And ^has he not, for he regards the 
bumbleft of his creatures, has he not for 
me turned the path of forrow towards the 

harbour 



[21 J 

harbour of peace? I will believe it, left I 
fliould prove ungrateful.— >Pniy for me and 
inftrudi me. Adieu ! 

CoNSTANet; 
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LETTER nr. 



ThEODOSIUS to CONSTANTIA. 
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OOD fenfe, Conftantia, makes better 
comments than learning, and I find that to 
propofe my opinions to you will be of ad- 
vantage to myfelf. 

But do you not err, my amiable friend, 
and IS there not fonie acrimony in your lan- 
guage, when you fpeak of your natural fa- 
ther ? It muft not be. The duties of parents 
and children are indeed reciprocal : But the 
unnatural parent cannot acquit the child of 
its duty, any more than the undutiful child 
can acquit the parent of his natural obliga- 
tions. Both thefe however are to be underftood ^ 
as fecondary to the great duties wc oweour- 

- felvcs. 



felves« A child ought no more to et^brace 
mifery than vice to oblige a parent, ^nd a 

parent is under no obligation to forfeit his 
own happinefs for the gratification of a 
*child. But un^der all circutnftances, that 
refpedt which is due to a parent ftill fubfifts ; 
and when Conftantia refleAs on this, ihe 
cannot withhold that refpe<2. Pity your fa- 
ther, Conftantia ; pray for your father. If 
4he God of this world hath Uirufed his eyesy fer- 
yently pray for him in the words of Saint 
David, *< O God, lighten his eyi^s, that he 
*<fleepnot the fleep of death." He bears 
no uncommon marks of guilt or infamy. 
His foible is the love of money ; a paffion 
which of all others is the moft difficult to 
guard againft, becaufe it increafes by imper* 
ceptible degree^; and when it has once 
got entire pofleffion of the heart, I bdieve 
that there is no remedy for it Many 

liberal 
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liberal men have become covetous, but I ne- 
ver yet knew one covetous man who became 
liberal ; fo eafy is it in every inilance to de- 
viate from virtue to vice, and fo hard irf that 
particular cafe to ri(e from vice to virtue. 
Let us then confider your father rather as an 
pbjefl of compaffion, and by no means forget 
to orrer up our prayers for him. Who 
knows whether heaven may not fiiten to the 
voice of fupplicating: innocence, and be 
overcome by the intreaties of fih'al piety T 
Would it aot throw a new glory around the 
brows of Conftantia, fliould her father be 
reltored to virtue by her prayers I 

You are in the right, Conilai^tia,' ta 
afcribe your prefent happinefs to peace of 
confcience ! for that is the foundation of 
all moral and religious comfort. Without 
that the hallowed walls of a Cloyfier would 
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be hung with horrors, and the gloomy rr- 
treats of a convent would adminifter melan- 
choly to the mind. It is that albne which 
gives ferenity to our devotion, and enables 
us properly to communicate with God. 
It is that which^ the apoftle of the Gen- 
tiles, in his fecond letter to the converts 
of Corinth and other parts of Achaia, 
ciFered to their consideration, to take oiF 
that concern and forrow which they muft 
have felt for the perfecutions which he and . 
the reft of his fellow-labourers had under- 
gone in their travels through Alia. Theconrr 
fidence of the confcious mind, he informs 
them, in every painful, every trying cala- 
mity, had ftill fupported them. Nay, conti- 
nues he, we can even rejoice in our diftrefles,, 
and our rejoicing is tbis^ the te/iimony of our 
confcienci: 



If 
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It we IhoQU enquire into the defign of 
i'rovidaice in thus furnifbing us with tbif 
£lcnt inTpe£lor, we (hould find that in this 
cafe, as well as in all others, our God has 
aAed from the di&ates of infinite gpodnefs. 
Had we been without this ever active cenfor^ , 
what would have beei^ the confequence t 
Too apt we are even now to flight the admo- 
' «)itions of it, and Ihould we not ftill more 
cafily have fallen a prey to, temptation, had - 
there been no internal monitor to inform us, 
that ** this ihould not be done," Would 
not vice have fpund inany more votaries, 
^hen no meeting remonftrance checked it^ 
and no painful refle<^ion followed? It is 
evident then that confcience was ftationed 
in the hum^ mind by the giwr of all good 
gifts ; and that for the aid of virtue, and for 
the fupport of reafon, it came ddwnfrom the 
Faiher of Hgbu. Is not this, Conftantia, 

our 
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f«r' gHsor^aa angel, wlio warns us againft 
the oioft dangerous of ail enemies^ the ene« 
mies of our falvatiim ? By this friendly fpy 
we are informdd o^ and evea fprefee, their 
attacks; and happy it is for us thait we are 
thus affifled. The infinuations of vice, af- 
ter all, are too often fuccefsful, and her arts 
prevail againft the force of convi^on« Nor 
indeed, fhould we conHder all the ftratagems 
ihe nudces ufe of, would there be any room to 
wonder at her fuccefs. Does Ihe not aflame 
^e chara£iers of pleafure, knowledge, vir- 
tue, nay and of religion too : her great pa- 
tron being confcious that Ke (ball be moft 
Cuccefsftil in ills worics of darknefs, when 
he aiTumes the appearance of an angel of 
light ? Does not the moft profligate Jicen- 
tioufnefs call itfelf pleafure? Does not 
4nole-(ighted infidelity claim the titles of 
Knowledge and Philosophy f Has not 

Religion 
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Religion been affert^d by blood-thirfty zeal f 
And has not fanatic hypocrify likewife afiu-^ 
medher banner, and lifted up her voice in. 
the ftrcets? O confcience! Thoo facred 
guardian of rational virtue and religious 
truth, let looie thy vengeance upon thefe 
mOnfters, thefe pefts of ibciety, and emiiTa* 
ric^ofvicef 

Do not you perceive, my Conffiantia, 
in this difpenfation of Providence, the per* 
fe£):ion of wifdom and goodnefs ?— *There 
are a thoufand vices, a thoufand enormities 
which have nothing to fear from any human 
tribunal, but are checked and reftrained by 
this mental judge. 

That peace which you imputed to a 
diiburthene^ mind, led me naturally into 

thefe 
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tkefe featlmeats. Will that peace, jrou 
alk^ continue ?«—>Doubt not that it wilL 
•It is ihat peace wbicb the worU cannot ^ivi^ 
and which, therefore, the world cannot 
take away.— -That happinefs which is de- 
rived from a pleafmg concurrence of earthly 
events, will vanifli when Fortune reverts 
her wheel ; the fame chance which reared 
the brittle fabrickof felicity may demolifli it 
in a moment ; but religious fatisfadion, if 
rightly founded, cannot be overthrown^ 

I AM Mrell afTured, Conftantia, that you 
will find your happinefs increafe by the re- 
peated exercifes of devotion. It is impoffible 
that the intercourfe we have with infinite 

Goodnefs jQiouId not be attended with p^e- 
fent advantages. 

But 
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But ever let it be your care, tny smhhlc 
friend, that your devotion be rational and 
ferene. Let it not rife upon the wings of 
pailion, but he offered up with a fubdued 
and difpaiHonate decency. Let your mind 
be clear and compofed when you addrefe 
yourfelf to your God, left by any means you 
fiiould fpeak unadviiedly to the Father of 
Wifdom* 

Wonder not if I tell you that all your 
pailions fhould not be abfbrbed in heaveil* 
Rational devotion is not founded Ia the glow 
ing ardours of human fenfibility ; the more 
it partakes of thefe, the more remote it will 
be from that fpiritual and intelledual wi»' 
fliip, which 'is paid to the Father of lights 
by fuperior natures. The adoratioft of 
paflion is blind and impulfive \ that of reafon 
is clear and intelligent^ By this worfhip 

the 
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the Deity is rationally boodurect, by tbat fte 
is implicitly adored. 



For thefe reafons^ Conilantlay I wovAd 
.not recommend to you thofe books of 
flaming devotion, which while they kindle 
the heart, confufe the head, and turn fober 
piety into wild enthufiafm. If the authors 
of fuch books meant to ierve religion^ 
they were miftaken ; for true piety differs 
as much from fuch entbuiiaftick ravings, 
as the chearful temper of ferene health from 
the delirious wildnefs of a fever. God iV 
afpirity and they that worjbip him mtji worjhi^ 
him infpirit and in truth. Whatever is fpi- 
ritual is difpaffionate. Such is God himfelf^ 
and fuch ought to be the worihip we offer 
him» 

Adieu f 






[3*] 
ADiBtr! my Conftantia.— May God 
3ceep you in his protections and enlighten you 
by his grace. 



Francis* 
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LETTER IV. 

'CONSTANTIA tO ThEODOSIUS. 

1 HEODOSlUSisnotdead. The polite 
Theodofius ftill lives in the venerable Fran- 
cis. When I received jour laft letter, my 
hand trembled, and my heart fhrunk. Every 
idle, every wild exprefSori, every effuiion 
of vain imagination and uncorrefted pafSon, 
that had dropt from my pen when I wrote 
to you, rofe up and reproached me before 
your feal was broken. While I read the 
firft period of your letter, I frequently took 
itiy eye from the paper, and endeavoured to 
recolle£t the contents of my own. With 
fear and apprehenfion I proceeded from line 
to line ; but when I found that you had 
overlooked many of my foibles, and touched 

Vol. II. C the 
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the reft with fo delicate, Co indulgent a hand 
— O my paternal friend! what floods of 
tender forrow fell from the eyes of your 
Conftantia ! Surely the kindnefs of thofe 
whom we revere, and are confcious of having 
eflS!ndcd, is more cruel than their feverity 
could be. The heart would opppfe itfelf 
againft fevere treatment, and call in pride to 
its aid : but againft the force of kindnefs 
there is no fliield. 

In what an amiable light do you reprefent 
that GoaDN£S8 which brought us into 
being ! Confcienoe was undoubtedly one of 
his gracious gifts. That moral infpeAor, 
whofe fuggeftions lb lately gave me pain, is 
now the principal author of my happmefs^ 
and I find that Confcience is not more fevere 
as an enemy, than kind as a friend. Was 
it ^ not this that fupported the fufierer of 
Uzz^ and was be not animated by the fuf« 

frage 
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frage of Confcience^ when he wiflied that 
man might' be permitted to plead hUcaufi 
with God f If I am miftaken,^ correal me» 
Hiy guide^ my father, and my friend ! 



Constance. 



C % 
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LETTER V. 



TH,E0D0.S;US to CONSTANTIA. 



I 



Am pleafed with your reference to the 
bpok of Job, as it gives me an opportunity 
to tell you with ^Vhat delight \ have al- 
ways read . that beautiful dramatic poem. 
The ingenious^ author of it had facrificed 
to truth and nature. His charafter of the 
pious fufferer, however exalted, is not ex- 
ao-gerated by any unnatural ftrokcs. While 
he is not permitted to fall into impious ex- 
clamation againft the decrees of providence^ . 
he complains of his diftrefs with the fenfibility 
of a man to whom wearifome nights were ap^ 
pointed. Hence the afHided patriarch fome- 
times alarms us with pafliohate wiihes for 
death J and fometim^ awakens our compaifion , 

with 
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ynth affe£king fighs for his former, hap- 
plnefs. 



In the palTage , you have referred to, 
we are prefented with another turn of 
mind. '* I am fenfiblc, fay he, of the 
*' innocence of my life, I have done no 
** wrong, neither has any violence been 
♦* found in my hands j and yet my face is 
*' defoimed with weepings and the fliadow 
** of death frowns upon my eye-brows. 
*^ Yet thus circumftanced, and thQs in- 
*' nocent, my prayer furely may be 
"•' heard.— Behold, even now my witnefs 
•* is in heaven, .^nd my advocate is in the . 
** realms of the highcft. My friends 
*' co^ntinually deride me ; but my tears 
^* plead filentiy with God. O that a man 
^' ought plead his caufe with (jod, even 
^* as the fon of man pleadptb the cau fe of 

C 3 « his 
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*^ his friends/* In another of his fpeeches 
there is a paflage much to the fame pur-« 
pofe, O that I kmw when I might find Um^ 
that I might comi even to his feat^ I would 
9rdir ntf eaufe before him / 



There is no doubt, Confiantia, that 
in t^eie fentiments tks Patriarch was 
animated by the fuffrage of confcience* 
And there 'is not a paflage in his whole 
ftory that is fraught with more important 
inftru<Slion: For it may teach us that, 
under all the circumilances of human 
calamity, our only refuge is in the eternal 
providence; and that our peace muft be 
derived from that approving confcience 
which may encourage os to refer our cailfe 
to God, From what other fource can we> 
in fuch circumftanccs, look for happincfs ? 
Dependent beings have it not to beftow. 

Wcro 
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Were man in his fecial nature a mor? 
exalted creature, the difpenfation of peace 
would not be . in his -power. He could 
not remove from others thofe evils to 
which he ihould himfdf be cxpofed, nor 
trighten the profpefls of futurity, whither 
his influence cannot reach^ 



Man, as being circumfcribcd in his 
nature, and fubjed to. Events which he 
cannot command, muft, if left to himfelf, . 
fluduate in uncertainty, and ftruggle 
with difappointmcnt 5 he therefore, that 
would hope with confidence, and enjoy 
with fecurity, muft have a refoiirce 
which time and chance cannot aiFeft. 
This can only be in that independent 
Being, in whofe hands arc ihi iftas of 
life and death. 

Shall 
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SiiAt'L Wc truft to hutnaft jktwftr? Ttt 
'firmgth of man is But as the grafsofthe fieldy 
^nd all the goodlimfs thtreof as the fiowir that 
fadeth. Shall we truft to human riches ? 
Riches frbft not in the day of tvmth. Shall 
we truft to human wifdom? If^fidm her* 
felf is the daughter of affliifien Shall we 
, truft to human friendfhip? In the day of . 
adverftiy ther£ is no hope in man* Gan 
power preclude the 'attacks of mi sfofUine ? 
Can riches delight in the hour of mourn- 
ing ? Can wifdom guard agaiilft the 
ftratagems of chance ? Has fri<*ttdfhip 
a charm for the hhguor of fickriefs? 
How feeble Would thefe fupports prove, 
Conftanlia, in the trying hoftr of adverfity, 
or in thbfe ihom^nts of awful fufperife, 
when we expeft the ' everhfttng doors of 
futurity fliall be thrown open, ahd we 
fhail enter in f 

BSTTEm 



BTETTffR 'fottirfed, my friend, will Tie 
<he fuppotts dfdiat man who refers his 
cauTe 'to God, aitid wh^e confcience -en- 
tourages, him to rely on the eternal pro- 
vidence. He depends on 41 power that 
•is fupcriorto all'CTents; on the riohes of 
divine goodnefs^ which can' never be ex- 
'hauftcd.; on that \Kfdom which can fee the 
remoteft confequences of things ; and on 
'that friend&ip which . no caprice can 
change. The man of Uzz had the 
ftrougeft conviSion of this truth: For 
experience had taught him that human 
greatnefs was Jighter than vanity itfelf\ that 
riches did .adlually .make thmfelves tdngs 
^dJkemxJfay ; that the wifdom 0/ man was 
Jittle imre than that ef the wild afs's colt ; 
and diat his friendlhip was fcarce in pro* 
ipordon to ' his wifdom. His three friends, 
vhcfeicnowledgeihaald have direified, and 

whofe 
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whofe afFd&ion ihould bave foothed brm, 
he often hcard^ with reafonable impatience, 
prefcribinge folutions to which human 
nature was not equal, endeavouring to 
de|>rive him of bis greateft Aipport, the 
confciouiiiefs of his integrity, and fliarpen- 

ing his pains by inortifying refleflions.. 
Then it was that, deftitute of all earthly 
confolationj he appealed to heaven, and 
even wiihed that by a perfonal communf* 
cation with the iitpreme Power, he might 
be permitted to lay his caufe befdre him* 



It is our happinefs^ Conftantia, that 
this appeal of the patriarch is not neceiTary 
for us. The Chriftian covenant^ gracious 
in every difpenfation, has given us an 
advocate with the Father^ who ihall plead 
our caufe : An advocate who knoweth 
well the frailties of human nature, and 

whole 
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lehofe inttxceSSon can never be inefie^al* 
Let us, my friend, make ourfelves accept- 
able to him } let us lay hold of thofe terms 
of redemption which he has procured for 
us, and our eternal interefts will be efta* 
bliihed on a fure foundation* 



.You, my Conftantia, are among thofe 
that have chofen this good part $ you have 
laboured for the bread of immortality, 
and have left that which piri/hetb^ to the 
numbers who difquiit them/elves in vain. 
Let fu^h be pitied, my friend, rot defpifed ; 
for fpiritual pride has its origin in fucfa 
contempt, and it is one of the many un* 
chriftian ^ qualities of blind ethufiafm : 
Nay, you fliould even watch over your 
pity ; for there is a kind of pity that is 
allied to contempt. 

Born 
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BoitN widi the gentleft heart, and ev^ 
accuftomed to adore, with the pureft piet];, 
4he Author of your being, your religion 
AS become. habitual, and.youicnow .not the 
r^lifficulty with which a heart long devote^ 
to vice muft be reformed. 



Man, though b<^wi with fopuhies t# 

^each ( through the depths of time, aixi 

^powers to' fidurilh t;hrough the ages pf 

uet^rnity, feUom .lo«ks beyond the prefent 

»houi:, ^r is ifie^Sied hut by prtffi;nt objej£l$. 

The immortal foul confined to this man- 

.<£on t>f earth, becomes enamoured of her 

4iabitati0n, and in time ^pcrfuades.herfolf 

•tfeat .hreyjhg has a delight to dwell. Hence 

i£he i$ felicitous howihemay r^pfiirthe 

I totterir^ walj, aiid Support the ftail fabric. 

—Yet furely this attachmc^Fit is ftrange, 

Conftantias fince notwitbflanding her 

folicitude 



r 4s t 

Mieittt^^ for it^ prefen^atton, this fhim<^ 
wNS' focmflill', tni vei^foon moulder int» 
ilir atttrioe eattli. Yet » Iktie while, andl 
6v<<$i7^ bFtfaft that iPmwV9^rm withhope^ 
^!»d bufjr Wit!i deflgn, ftdl drop into the 
cold and fenlblefs grave. The eye that is 
reading this page fhall be clofed in dark-* 
nefs^ and the hand that writes it (hall 
crumble into duft.. 



Ik that hpur when the immortal fpirift 
fhall exchange this trandent being for the 
allotments of eternity — in that awful 
hour, Conftantia, wh^t fhall fupport us? 
Nothing but the confcioufnefs of a well 
conduced life. That divine confidence 
in the Father of nature — that peace of 
God which paffeth all underftanding— . 
that ferene affiance — that exalted repofe 
of foul — thcfc are the fruits of a life Ion j 

reiigned 
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Mfigned to God, and direded fay itHgionj 
Yet Airely theie are well worth our tran^ 
Cent labours : If thefe are not fecttired, we 
have lived and we have toiled in vain i we 
have given our momy for that vohich is fut 
breads and our labour for that fuiub fa* 
tisfieth not* 

Live, my Confiantia, fupported by 
that gracious power whom you fcrve, fup- 
ported by his providence, and enlightened 
by his grace, 

\ 

I 

F&ANCIS. 



— • 
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LETTEk VI. 



CONSTAKTIA tO TheODOSIVS. 



W 



EL COME, fwcct PEACE of 
conscience! Lovely ftranger ! Daughter 
•f religious duty, welcome ' How heavy wa$ 
my heart, how painful were my hours in thy 
abfence I how gloomy and diflatisiied^-with 
what anxiety and uneafineis did I arife from 
themoft comfortable of all duties, the holy . 
Sacrifice of p<:ayer ! The incenfe feemed to 
rife unacceptably : My prayers were feeble ; 
they were unable to reach the throne of 
the Almighty, and nturned^ but not with 
bappind$, to my own bofom. To the 
pofieffion of thee, fweet peace, what are 
riches and honours? WhaC were the 

wealth 
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wealth of kingdoms, the acquifition of 
worlds, purchafcd at thy ex pence? 

O MY paternsiil friend, how forcible is 
truth, divine' truth ! with what pleafmg 
conviilion did every ray of it, Ithat illu- 
mined your laft letter, Ihine upon my 
heart ? How poor did the inter^fts, the 

pleafuresof this world appear, when com- 
pared with the pure,, the peaceable wifdam. 

that Cometh from above. 

FATHER rf K^h ^cr gcaat me 
thiswifdom! let the prayers of my father 
and my friend ea-operate with my own, 
at thy eternal throne, and procure for ' me 
the bleffed influences of thy facred Spirit. 

This, my venerable guide, is the fub- 
ftance of my d^ily prayer, which fince I 

received 
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ccItcCi yutir HUUULCKMis} I; mvc rcpcitett 
viiR ^fti" aftMH^. f lUMi' <!^ 6^' 

ntfceHary to aMff ii^~ ih^ tte dHtltat'l^ df 
^ai'dttty; as Weti-* is tffcHl^iir ih <flef ' 
kild^fedge df it;: ^t Hiit ehfpHtic^ 
5)ray^Kw1ucli concludes your'letierfr, " that ' 
the eternal ptovid^nce i^diilct'enligfaten 
me with his grace,'' has given new force 
<# liiy eomiOiciht 

I yffL^ fwit pr6i<r#H>irti$ ydft the Ttflj^e^ 
ttf'y^Htr letters^ I flifttt lift<^ with^eafitre 
tmd »ltH)«bil t4^ j^i«? in^ruaiens, tor 
iirfcde^^ .^toirt'tif dify^ of ddiff irie tliey. 
4«iy te djf effi^ ; bB€ aDow^ n^ td^Tfifll, 
njf icteied* ftKMJ, tfiii( oH tlnfe impMant) 
^idSkiikr^ gfk<x I TA?if fto^ recede ydur ^ 
valuable obfervatioos* 



Vol. IL D Possibly 
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Possibly this divine difpenfatioa may 
l^e neceflary in a greater or in a lefs degree 
than I fuppofe it to be. I have received 
difpereqt accounts of it from the profefibrs 
of our holy faith, but I think that all of 
them have concluded it to be neceflTary for 
us, though in what meafure it was necef* 
fary^ . they have not agreed* 

It is generally underftood that this- 
divine grace is the confequential privilege 
ofChriftiaiiity, pure haf6d for us by hhn 
who died for our redemption ; yet I have i 
fomettmes thought that the author of the. 
book of Pfalms prayed for this enlighten-* 
ing grace, in that pkffagc which you have 
quoted in one of your letters. My God^ 
I'tgbtm my eyes^ thai I Jleep not the pep af 
death. 

With 
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.' With refped to this opiiiioh, as well 
«8 to the neceffity or expedience of diyrne 
grace, and the degree in which it is 
difpenfed, I hope for your kind in* 
ftru£lions« 



Those books of flaming devotion^ 
which you have advifed me not to read, I 
own I have hitherto been too fond of* 
Particularly fince I entered upon the con- 

ventuallife, I h^ve been much converfant 
in fuch books* They were recommended 
to me by my lady abbefs, who is a good 
woman ; but her devotion feems not to be 
of that ferene and temperate kind which 
you defcribc and approve. She is un- 
equal in her religious deportment, being 
fometimes elevated, but more frequently 
depreftf 

D % What 
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tar pMcuriag me ^be book of God im a 
language i^uiderfbnj I AgreeaUjF to jdoujp 
direSioiis» I m^jcedut my pruicipfld Au^, 
and truft diat f^ issMi to mah me wifi mi§ 
fihmti^u 

t^i^taW^i^ f^l tW A>iotHg) prMe you 
iQCTltlQn fod a pl^ce, I a^ too fcnfibic 
of their uphappy ^ondifion, fvM ^V 
pjtbffMt God in the w$r^y to^ lojrf; u|)oi| 
them with any other emotions than thofe 
of compaffion. With the heart that is 
deftitute of religious peace my own has 
been a fellow fuiFerer ; and fbquli I tri« 
un)ph in my comparative happinefs or 
purity— ihould I thence derive any fenti- 
ments of contempt for others, the refleSion 
would rather nK>rtif)r than footh me, fince 

I Ihould 
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I fliouM appear to delpife in them what t 

myfelf had been. 

• ... 

The hour of prayer is at hand— -I come ; 
dati^itert of deriSliofti I jtm y<i»^Mnf 
now will I once more in treat the Author of 
life and death long^ to ipiSe TUMddllui far 
the comfort and foffKHn-of 



CoNSTANCtt 
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LETTER YII* 
Theodosius to Constantia, 

llNTENDEDto make the difpen- 
fation of grace .the f^t^eft of a letter, 
and J thank you for putting me in a 
method of treating it, 

YbUR firft queftion is. Whether this 
difpenfation was only the confequential 
privilege of cbriftianity ? or whether it 
was not alfo the privilege of Judaifm ? 

The latter part of this proportion you 
infer from that poetical petition of the 
pfalmift. My Gody lighten my eyes^ ice- 
Now, Conftantia, it is obvious enough to 
fuppofe that the king of Ifrael might pray 

fyx the illumination <tf the divine Spirit, 

as 
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asliis Ton and fuccelTor prayed f<M? wifdom, 
though under their fyfipm there was no 
fromife of the ordinary dij^enfations of grace. 
It would be natural for a people who were 
vtjited by God^ and beheld, oivfo many 
occaiions, the interpolition of his provi- 
dence, to apply to him for his afliftance 
under the cbnfliSs of religious duty. It 
would i)e ftill morenatural for them who 
fat in darknefs, to petition for that light, 
bf which fome emanations were commu- 
nicated in the extraordinary influences of 
'the fpirit, though, agreeably to the fcheme 
of the eternal and unerring providence, 
the perfedlion of itfhould nqt be difplaycd 
1:111 thefulnefs ofiime. 

This may be fujEcient to anfwer your 
$rft queftion, which is rather curious than . 
tifeful, 

WiTFl 
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^iWQc ,Qj( 4ihc divine ^pc^ I Mxff mud* 

.m^e to %♦ T)ic phil9%*^« «f PMf 
iyftem wh9 wei^h every thing Ji^ ihe fcale 

of naturfl ofa^igatipn, or moral aptitidc, 
excliiim againft this do^inc of grace,. 
If you adijnit the impulie of a fuperipr 
agent, where, fay they, is the moral agency 
of man? Bdides, is it agioeajble to tl^ 
fitnefs of things th^t God i})p^d prefcribe 
a lay^ to man^ to Vfhij^h his moral powex;^ 
alone are not adequate ? Ti^is, cpntimilp 
they, would be to majce God ^n^gyptiap 
tafkmafter. The moral powers of niap 
muft be adequate to the dujties appointed 
him, and the dodrine of grace is therefore 
fuperfluoiis. 

A T this avenue, ^hlch is opei^e^ by 
the chriftiaa philofopher, in rufha tl^^ 

phi- 
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ybiteApber o£ n^^fy^e. ^e takes up- ibr 
gr^rmnpot wl^re ibc ptlw luid it do w^.'*^ 
You have very rightly obfervol,, Sk^ j^fM 
hsy that God would be an Egyptian taik<- 
mafter, if be gave us a law that we were. 
unable to live up to : Such, lifi/f/l upon tt^ 
is tile law. that is £ud to be {torn hiior 
•—From him therefore it cannot be» 



Tku5, ConAgntla^ ymiee t&e Qoff &« 
^uei|C^ of phUofapbtaii^ in nl%ion.'-^ 
Gm up one rdkmbt m the enemy^ ami 
l\fi, turns otir battecks a^gainft us.. T6 
botli tbefe ungraaout opponents I fltalt 
giyesifliQrt aufwief* ~ To the di^iftjajt 
foph^ft I fay^ tb^it tiiep^PiTfin c/jnanmay 
be ii>^e<mM$i t^ thn kw of idigioir^ 
tbougjb ijtS:C^i§tniMft>fr<vi»^Godi;^ and to 
tl^e l^Ui^I^r ofrQutnsoIianiwtr^ tiliat 
tl^e 1|9; ^•leMgiw. nay. far ftom 6od^ 

though 
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though the powers of man are Inadequate 
€0 it. The fame argument w&l prove 
lM)th thefe j)oints, 

A PERFECT Jaw might he given to im- 

jkcrfea beings without any impropriety: It 

might be given to make them exert to the 

utmod the powers of their nature, and 

ilrain to higher degrees of virtue for the. 

high prize of their calling— ^it might be in* 

tended.<jto enowragean ufi^l emulation by 

making ftill greater degrees of exeellence 

gttf^in^ble ;— it might be ^efigned to pre- 

veixt indi^rence and- independence, "which 

map would naturally havefaffered to grow 

upon him, when fecurc, by his own power, 

of attaining to 'moral perfection, and of 

dif^harging every duty enjoined him. A 

dependance on the Almighty for aiEftance 

in the cohdudt of life js produftivc of 

tnany 
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many advantages. It prevents that pride 
and caretefnefs which are too often the 
eSka of fecurity and independahce. It 
opens an intercouife with the Deity ty 
prayer; Which, though themoft delightftil 
part df religious duty, would l>ecome un- 
neceflary the moment that fhe aid of 
divine grace fhould be found to he fo. 

From thefe co-operating caufes, Cbn- 
Aantia, you fee how expedient is the. 
difpenfation of grace. How neceflary it is 
for us in our prefent ftate, we need not 
make appeals to reafoi^ but to experience* 



To be ignorant of tlie facred truths of 

oreligion, and to be deftltute of the com- 

tnunicable influences of God^s holy Spirit, 

•Kas been always confidered by good men 

.as the niQft deplorable condition of human 

Wi'etched- 



iprelchedfleft. Henoe ni^ find k reppo-> 
ftnted in the facred writings ky thf-terribla 
images erf* darkaeft tad death. Th^j tx^ 
the prophet, that fits imdarhtufi baoi fern 
a griot. lights and tii}f that were^in tbi ngim 
and thejbadow rf diotby $n tktm bath titi 
Ught. JhinidL''--Awah thou that fiiftfti and 
arifi from the deady and' Cbrtfi JbaU givi 
thee light. — My Gody lighten mini eyes that 
IJUif not in dioth. This was the petition 
of that prince^ whofe devotion was to pure 
and exalted, that the Almighty him- 
felf bore teftimony to his excellence in 
pronouncing him a man after his own hearts 
And coirld he, the^ light Iftael^ coul^ 
he, diilinguifhed for his knowledge of the 
then revealed religion — could he, illuhained 
with the fpirit prdphecy, think it ne- 
cefiary to pray for the enlightening grace 
•f hearen^ and ihould not we much more >' 

—we. 
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4iqr i^Fttor iwtiM of the lUrJae Spirit^ 
mi irtia Iwpe ]rdt» mik tte^ Ac ftnt 

ywymfwitft 10 wL 

Oir us, indeed, I3(/ jfim ^ tigbftoufiuft 
itatbfinmi. To us ts dirplajred a perfeft 
Icnowlcdge of thofe iaviag truths, thofe 
-exalted do&rines^ that were then onljr 
ieen in types and (hadows. It is our 
liappinefs to knew the perfefl; will of 
45od, revealed by his Son JeAis Chrift. 
The facred Scriptures contain every thing 
fieccffibry to ffld^unioii. There eveiy moral 
4luty is clearly ftated, and eirery point of 
ftith y^^/ii^^ difcovered. Tothefe/bm* 
;imm 0f light and immortaSty^wt may apply^ 
without deception, for that knowledge 

^kh badah us i^^ trmk , 

Blbsiid 
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-^lissEn -be the gracbus author of 6ur 
ialvation ; the viihfpartitim is now taken 
awaj; thofc types and figures^ wfaicli 
were the Jhadawings of good things to come^ 
are removed, and we know what wo wor* 

It is for us then on yf^om the Tight hatk 
P^ined^ to be willing^ at leaft^ to rejoice in 

that light- It is for us with unwearied 

aiUduity to ftiidy the holy Scriptures, u^i^/Vi^ 
are aile Jo make us wife unto falvation^ 
Whatever attainments we make in fcience 
if we negledt this, the only true wifdom^ 
our knowledge and our induftry are vain. 
Whatever fkill, whatever prudence we 
pofTefs in the ceconomy of this life, if 
the acquifition has been made by the 
negledi of this knowledge, .it is (kill tha^ 
darkens^ and prudence that deflroys. 
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Thk rude notices of natural reaibit^ 
alone can never be fufficient to dire&. 
us in every p^rt of our condudl. Thofe 
lights^ though ufeful and univerfal, are 
liable to be obicured . by the. paffions,. 
to be enfeebled by vice, or mifled by ' 
error. The underftanding may be made 
fubfervient to the heart, and employed 
in the defence of what we wiffi^ rather 
than what we ought to do. The force 
of truth may be overcome by habit, and, 
like the heathen ftatuary, vre may fall 
down before an image of our own fra- 
ming. It is eflentially neceiTary there^ 
fore "ihat ^e (hould have fome certain 
rules of a£lion, fome plain directions hid 
down for our condu<fl, which can neither 
be perverted by fophiftry, nor mifcon* 
ftrued by error. 

\ 



SotM) '^toffiuitri^ -ri tte tifKcfoty xk* 
iAzt cHLtetn^i inibrmatita wlitth In^ l)Mt 
9tAiii2ti]Y Mj^ftd to M% by Ae S'pirit gf 
€od I Which while f h^v« been att&nd.- 
kgtQ, I ha;t^eiib1tJ6!{ligh^^«iy tr^Q^' 
«iefit; 

Th£ r»ne canics whicH cjosnc^r to make . 
41ie outward evidences of the Spirit of God, 
ifo neceflary for oitr inforip^tion^ render 
»the internal aidsof hii grace a$/i>eceflanr 
for our dire£Hon and funport ia ihe dif- 
4:barg^ of our chi^,^ 









To afjE^uire 41 opnTumoisttc faiovdedg^- 
cf the hply ScripJtoes is^Bot alom^ bAoii^. , 
•to. condju<3;-M^^to ^tiflandfjf'tnitKli^^mgMffm}' 
Thefe are the J5»ding;^ar t^jwhich wdT; 
<inuft diredl our courfe, .but other means - 
are neceflarjr to guard u$ from the tempeft 
* - • . abow 
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above, and the ihoals below. The ocean 
of life is treacherous ^d uncertain. Many , 
latent dangers await the paffenger, and he* 
is frequently in the greateft peril when he 
thinks bimfelf the moft fecure. 



IShall 1 change the fcene, and fuppofe 
tliat wc hare an earthly paffage to the city 
that is not made with hands ? , Yet in that 
cafe, how many circumftances of danger 
to the traveller does theallegory afford me ! 
A thoufand accidents concur to make us 
deviate from tht narfouu way that leadeth t^ 
life. We are on one fide tbreatned by 
horrible precipices, on anpther invited by 
profpeds of beauty, Defpair points out 
to us the length and difficulty of the jour- 
ney, and wearinefs importuACS us to feek 
the vallies of repofe. 

Vot. II. E The 



V 
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The obj^a. Indeed, at which we finall)^ 
ahn, would infinitely counterbalance every 
inconvenfiencfe. Ahd the fuffitings of thi 
prefent time will bear no comparifon with 
the glory that jhall he rtoeaUd among us. 
But objects placed at a diftance, however 
important, never ffrpngly affeft us — As 
in the attraflion of bodies, if thofe with 
which they fympathize be far removed, 
they will adhere to others more near, to 
which they have lefs relation. 

SoM£ portion of. divine f-race, fome 

meafure of God's holy Spirit, is indifpen- 
ftbly neceflary for every Chriftian. Mere 
human wifdom, though affifted by the 
knowledge of the divine revelation^ will 
not always be fufficient U> fupport us in our. 
duty. How often, with tlie conviftion of 
truth upoA us, are we infenfibly drawn 

into 
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into the ways of error ! How often, in the 
confcioufhefo of determined integrity, are 
we ketrayed into vice by the firatagems of 
temptation ! Though we may, in general, 
be very feniible of our duty, yet we h^vc 
pot at all times the fame capacity of atten- 
tion, nor the f^me readinefs of apprehenfioa 
to diftinguifli good from evil. The facul- 
ties of the mind are fometimes vigorous, 
and fometimes languid. The will is fre- 
quently retained by idlenefs, or folicited 
by defirci without receiving any inftruc- 
tions from reafon ; and the oeconomy of 
the foul is oftner In diforder tl^an that of 
the body. 



Itffuch cifcumftgnces, Coni^antia, hav^e 

we not need of fome fuperior aid ? Want 

we;not thedireaive i^uen^ce^ of>hc;S.pirit 

>f wifdomtokeep us in the narrow paths 

E 2 of 



of duty? Can ihttc be any doubt that 

the ordinary difpenfations of grace ire 
neccffary? 

But ;n what degree, you aflc, is tbi5 
grace ordinarily difpcnfed ? To which t 
muft .beg leave to anfwer, that G&dpveth 
ndt his Spirit hy meafure* It is enough for 
us to know what he hath declared/ that 
his ^race is fufficient f&r us. It muft be 
nccefiary in a greater or a lefs degree, in 
proportion to the different tempers, Atua-- 
tions ahdxircumftances of mankind. And 
to the prayers and endeavours of each a 
fufficie»cy thereof will be difpenfed. To 
our prayers and cadeivours, I fay, it will 
be difpenfed:; agreeably to which v/t are 
told, that our heavenly Father wtU gi'de of 
Fa Holy Spirit to them that afk it in his Son's 
name* And while we are informed that 
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it is God who workiih is usy wc ftr^com- 
mended to wori cut cur own. fitlvathn. 
Thus, Conftantia, a fufficiency of the di* 
vime grace is promifed to our prayers > 
promifed to co-operate with our endeavours. 
And it is thus, that the cecciiiiiniy of grace 
ifiterfercs not with that freedom of will on 
'which all our merit, as rational creatures, 
is founded.. Our prayers and endeavours 
aye voluntary a<9ts, and we are confequently 
9S much a.t liberty to lay hold of the 4if- 
penlatioaof graceas of redemption, and 
^S much ajt liberty toreje<^ it, to infill 9ii 
to ^uejick the Spirit, 



Were not this the cafe, Ccnffantia,. 
were the difpenfation of grace in ti rely in- 
dependent on our' own will, the moral 
agency of man wcmild be'TuperfedW, and; 
the doctrine of reward? and puniflinBcnts-N 

E 3 . ' wouhi 
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would be vain. If, according to the dot- 
trine of fanatieksy the grace of God ^ an 
impulfive principle^ partially beftowed» 
and aduaring tts as mere machines^ then 
the Almigfatj has taken our ialvatioh into 
his own hands, and rendered moral virtue 
aa empty name. 

But this dodrihe will on the concIudoA 

be found blafphemous to God, and injuria 
ous to mankind. For if 6od be the fol^ 
agent of our falvation, to him it inuil %€ 
owing if any foul perifheth: And if moral 
virtue be vain, the flood-gates of vice may 
be thrown open, and the world be over- 
whelmed with the deluge. 

I 

BoT if God be the fole author of our 
falvation, and if hi3 grace be an impuliive 
principle, which we caniK)t reiift, then 

no 
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no fojuJ ihall perilh ; for we flit apjfefif, 
told that ^pi4 if n^timlfyig that voffJMi 
pmfl)y but that all Jbould emu U npmUmai. 
IT it ihould be replied that fomedo perifliy 
nay that many go on in the broad way U 
df/b-ttififfn^^htn I anfwer, that Ood has 
not the power to do what he is williAg t6 
do. He is willing that none &ouldperi&^ 
and yet you (ay that fooie do perifli^ 
therefore there are fome whom he has it 
not in his power to fave* Now God is 
all-powerful, confequently he muft have 
difpenfed with his power in that refpcd.by 
making the fa}vation of man conditional* 
If we. accept not the mercies of the gofpel 
on the term? that are offered to us, God 
himfelf can do no more for us-— God 
himfelf^annotaA inconfiilently with his 
own laws. Every attribute of the fupreme 

perfe^on muft be perfe£l-f-Juftice smd 

• 

truth 
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truth ;u« his efiential attributes--^— h& 
juftke and his truth therefitfe omft be 
perffd« ,: . 



. I 



Yoa fee, rojr friend^ hijw wrttf hedjy 
founded is that fanatical do^rine, which 
reprefents the grace of God as an irre- 
lifttble principle, acling unconditionally, 
and itnpetling men to falvatibn. You fee 
wH^t diflLohoiir it woiild bring upon the 
Deity, Vhat diforder amongft mankind, 
and ho^ incohfiftent it is Ifrith the iacxied 



writings. 



If therefore the grace of God be a con- 
ditional, not an irrefiftible principle, it 
vyill, as t obferved before, be difpenfed 
only in a fufficient degree : That is, it 
will efFeftually co-operate with our own 
endeavours in working out our iklvation. 

More 
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* More than this we have no rig fit rii 
cxpeflr/rom the "grace of God. Infinite 
wifdom will not do what is not neceflary 
tfe be dorte. TM extraordinary influencefe 
of the Spirit have ceafed, becaufe they are 

no longer reqiiifite, 

-* • 

St* Paul himfelfj in his firft epiftle to 
.the convei^ts at Corinth^ tells them that 
the miraculous power of the holy Spirit 

fliould ceaie^ but .that charity, wtiich was 

a moral grace of Chriftianf^. fliould ftill 
^i^emain, in con&quence of thofe ordinary 

difpenfations of the Spirit, that fhould 

Continue with the church. 
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Whatever^ therefore, appears to ex- 
ceed thefe ordinary influences of grace,, the 
raving flights of enthi^fialhi, and the rage 
of fanatic zeal -, the fudden impulfcs of 

devotional 
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devotional rapture^ and the wildrevcriea 
of Tartufian drtamers ; all tbefe aie thq 
fruits of infane imagination^ and cannot 
proceed from that pure and pqaccafbjo 
Spirit which cometh from tin Fatbar nf 
Ughtu 



The ottoeof that Sj>irit is to inform 
the mind with a right fenie of its duty, 
and to animate and encourage it in th<i 
<lifcharge of it. la this light it is properljr 
called by our Redeemer that Comfortet 
which ihould kai us int^ all truthy and 
itacb us allihings* 

How much are thofe offices mifrepre- 
fented by the followers of Calvin, and 
• by enthufiafts of every dcnominatiori ! 
What vifionary communications, what 
fuggeftions of fick fancy have thofe de- 
lirious 
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dfcamen iinpttted to tfle^Spitit of 
urifdom ! As if God would render vain 
that faculty.of reaibn which charaSerizes 
man by his own imagey and as if the 
enlightening Spirit of grace would rather 
obfcure than illumine the underftanding^ 
tbefe ui^thinktflg men have charged upQ9 
the operations of that Spirit the moft 
extravagant. tStSts of wild infanity. 
Under the influence of imaginary calls 
fame have preached, and fome have pro- 
pheCed, The mechanic has forfaken his 
•Mrly and his wife her diftaff, and with 
Jieads full of glorious vifions, together the^ 
have ijOTued into the ftreets and highways 

^ publift' th^everlafting go(peI« 

It will always be difficult for devout 
ignorance to diftinguiih between the fug- 
geftioas of imagination^ and the influences 

of 
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of the divine' Spirit. Unaccuftomed to 

abftrafted thinking, or even to draw con- 

■• " '. .'■''' •• .■ ... 
cluHons from themoftfimple propofitions, 

tne Ignorant are unable to form any 

judgment of that mode of infpiration, 

ivhich Ibould be moft confident with the 

wiJdom of proviUchce. They confider 

not that it muft be more agreeable to 

infinite knbwle<fge to invigorate thai- ' 

■ - - -''it*. '\ ;i J ' * . ,' .• ^■ 

nobler faculty of reafon, and to bring 
the pafiioiis into fubjeftion, than by 
inflaminor them to weaken that fk«> 
culty, and by (b doing to put darhu/s for 
iighti Hence all the wakkig dreams 
"of blind enthufiafm ' are chcriflicd* and 
refpe^led as the oiFspring of grace ; ami 
the mifiakeh vifionary afcribes to the 

' • • . • » 

author of reafonfuch impulfes and c^m- 

*'■'"'"■■■•'■ 
munications as could only exift.in.-a. 

mind where reafoaviraaimisotent.^ 

But 
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I But the delufions of innocent 
cnthufiitfm would hardly icCerve at- 
tention^ were they not romecinies pro- 
du^lire of coi^fequencts that rendeir 
that enthufiafm no longer innocent. 
From the belief of, divine impuires tHe 
.flamesof .petfecution have been lighted, 
and, the altars of. fuperltition have been 
adorned } the fanguinous have been 
prpnipted to indulge their natural thirft 
of blood, and *he gloomy liavc ' fdr- 
iakci) the fociety of human creature^ 
and inhabited caves and cells in fa- 
litary lanflity. This fpecies of reli- 
gious -retirement I have ever ceon 
demned; :but my -objedlions do not 
'alfed the conventual life, for theic 
is great diSerencc between retiring 
to a cave in fome unfrequented ue- 
fartj and entering into a religious Jb- 
•cictf. 
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ciety^. Many more than thcfe have, 
been the efFeds of miftaken impuffcs. 
The hiftory of the church in every period 
ajbounds with them* 

Yet how eafy is it ui>on reflection, to 
guard againft thefe delufions ! What is the^ 
' end of divine grace ? It is only to aid us iii 
the- knowledge and in the difcharge of our 
duty. Therefore whatever impulfe hath 
ether tendency than thefe, it cannot be of 
God— becaufe it is not agreeable to his 
wifdom, to do what is fuperfluous. A 
fufficiency of his grace is what alone he 

' * 7%^/ // iMdii^i as fiah$r Francis ^hfgmas^ 
M differ enci hunoan tbtfi tnm forts rfntirtmttui 
hai^ i ft fife Editjer^s efimo/t, the differemce lietonfy 
ijjjf^em^deifar they are equally refugnant to the 
detirminaiioHs of fro*vi4encey which has made the 
luhole moral duty of mam to confijt in the fecial 
€afacity offerving his feUovf-creatsures. ' 

hath 
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hath proihKed tis, amd what alone it is con* 
fiftcnt with infinite wifdom to give. Will 
tlie Father of lights amufe his creatures 
wi^ dre&ms and reveries? Will he fport 
v^ith their paf&ons, deprefs and elevate, 
inflame ^nd diftrad them ? Will he not 
rather z&&facb as call upon bim faithfully, 
to bring thofe pai&ons into fubje£tion; 
and to confirm in its proper empire the 
nobler principle of reafon ? Is not fuch the . 
mode of operation that the all-wife Creator 
would affign to his affifting Spirit ? 7be 
wifdom that conuth from above j we are told, 
is pure and peaceable : Such Wifdom is con^ 
genial with our reafon, which is a clear and , 
ifeady principle; and therefore, it muft 
aft in concurrence with that principle, at 
leaft its effefts cannot be repugnant to its 
conceptions. 

Thus, 
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Thus, Conftantia, by the mformatioii 
of the revealed word, and by the ufe of 
that reafon which God has given us that 
ive may be able to underfiand his will, we 
learn the nature of fuch difpenfations as 

ft 

his wifdom hath thought proper to com-* 
muniirateto.us. 



I RATE extended tny cbfervattons on 
this fubjeA farther than you defired, or 
might expeA^ becaufe the doctrine of 
grace is an important fubjefi, and the 
right underftanding of it may not only 
preferve us from many abfurdities and 
indecencies in religious duty, but from 
many dangerous errors both in practice 
and belief. When once the heart gives itfelf 
up to blind fanaticifm, we cannot tell to 
what attempts it may befeduced, or where 
the influences of unreftrained, and (what 

will 
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wffl alwiiys'bc ^thc confcqiiefn^) WF tbif- 
diteded paffions'may lead us.i^Whtii the 
iiTlGig^i^aebli triimipb^^ over iraibny itjfic 
Gfrconofiiy <yf 'th« mt«rA ii» ^S(^il!yye<} ; 'ifhi 

proachcs^* aM^ttfurfis^ thie ife]f>^ife of Hte 
foXiK 

May every minlftring Cpirlt of ncaveh 
giiar^ the peari '<X Wy fcwiakMi^F Way 
h^npiety bb unifotmly YaSohtf ailu Salm V 
Majr tlieaJicehfe^rh«'*dteV6ti(ni'iift ifrc^ni^ 

the aTtar of reafort j the yoluntVry lacririce, 
of gtatitude ! May flie ever know whom Jht 
worfiipSyiiid remember that an intellectual 
Bei'iig reqait^th an inteliedual adoration; 
In every a^ of worfliip, and in every point 
. of duty, may Ihebeconflantlyfupported and 
directed by the pure and peaceable Spiritof 
tnuth ! By that Spirit may ihe be enlijghtencd 
Vol. II. F to 
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todifcem. thofe finer relations that exift 
hetwcen the Creator and thQ creature, ufk- 
diftin^uiflied by the eye of human intel- 
ligence, and learn fiom thence not only 
what is due/ but what is acceptable to. 
God. . Under every circumftance of life 
may Ihe be happy in eafe, or contented m- 
leiignation ; and when theihort thread of 
life is fpun, when fhe enters upon the in- 
heritance of immortality, may ihe receive 
the fulnefs of the bleffings which infi- 
nite 9ENJIV0LENCE has in referve for 
thofe that hiMit bim as he ought to be 
honoured* 

f 

Francis* 
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h E T f E R VIII. 



Constant 1 A to Theooosius. 



H 



OW beautiful docs the religion of 
Chriftians appear, when beheld with 
the eye of /eafon ! How amiable* the 
benevolent author of it ! Surely ^ my re- 
vered friend, there is a . fecret delight in 
the inveftigation of divine truths, and the 
difcovery of them affords the greateft of 
pleafures. Your moft obliging letter on 
the fubjeft of grace gave you, I prefurae, 
no lefs fatisfaAion in the writing, than it 
afforded me in the perufal ; and I think I 
can difcern in the more anim;:?trd pauages 
of that letter thofe pleafing fenfations you 
felt when the light of religious truth (hone 
the clcarcft to your eye. If I dm not mif- 

F 2 fak^n 
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taken in this, and if your pleafure in 
writing that letter, were equal to* that 
which I found in reading it, you have had 
a better reward than my gratitude can 
give you. 



' You have juftified the fcheme of provi- 
dence in the difpenfation of grace againft 
every 6bje£lion that has been, or can be 
brought againft it. You have placed in a 
clear light the bcnevcJent purpofes of the 
Father of mercies in that difpenfation, wha 
has made man dependant on him for the 
afliftance of his divine Spirit, only bec;iufe 
he has a delight to give it, and becaufe it 
muft b.e the happinefs and comfort of his 
creatures to receive it. It plainly appears 
from your account of it, that the ceconomy 
of grace interferes not with that freedom 
of will on which all moral goodnefs muft 

be 



^be founded, and witHout which we doald 
neither be capable of virtue nor viccf, nci* 
ther JntitJed to rewards, nor liable to 
punifliment. It appears that the moral 
agency of man may be exeircifed in the 
application of the divine grace, and th&ihe 
i^ at liberty either to ap|)Jy or to re^eA it. 

With refp^ft to the di^rce in which it 
IS difpenfed, ybi;i have, no doubt, rigHtljr 
obferved, that as God will not do what is' 
luiiieceilary, no more than a fufficiency of 
it will be granted to oar prayers : And as 
to the mode of its operation, it is fufely 

confiftent with the wifdom that gaVe us 
reafon for our dircdion, to render by his 

grace the efforts of that reafon effcaual, 
in fubjeding the paifions, and reducing' 
them to the obedktnce of his hply^laws. 
By a rational worfhlp, you have oWfeiVcdt . 

in 
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in a former tetter, that God is moft ho- 
noured; when, from a due and difpaffionate 
confideraCion of his benevolent works^ we 
come, from a principle of gratitude, to offer 
him a nafinahk Jacrijke. This facrifice 
would indeed be no longer reafonable, 
were we irrefiftibly impelled to offer it by 
the influences of a fuperior agency,: We 
fhould them be the inftruments of a worfhip 
paid to God, but we fliould not be the. 
worlhippers; anu with what delight ihould 
the eternal wifdom look upon our facrifice, 
when confclous that it proceeded not from 
a voluntary difcharge of duty, but was the 
inevitable confequence of his own agency ? 
With what propriety could he fay. Will 
dam^ tb$ugo9d and faithful fervantj when he 
hinifelf has been the agent, and the fervant 
no more than a machine in his hands? 
To fuppofe then that the. divine grace is 

an 
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an irrefiftlble principle, muft be i9 charge 
God foolijhly *y and whatever reverence I 
have heretofore paid to thofe mifdeeming 
enthufiafts who hold this doftcine, fmuft 
now retraft it, and fhall for the future, 
rather pity them as miftakeii, than relpeft 
them as infpired. 



But I will own to you, my paternal 
friend, that I ftould not fo cafily have 
become the Jifeiple of ^eafon, had you 
made that faculty a diiS^ator on its own 
authority ; when you only make it in- 

ftrupiental in the application of truths 
' revealed, as that is, undoubtedly, the 
purpofe for which it was given us, I can- 
not but agree with you in every conclufion 
you have made. 



How 
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Howfliall Ithanl^ you, for the re- 
peated ioffamces of your care and kindnefs^ 
for tbofe ardent wiihes that gIo\v ia the 
laft page of your letter-— thofe prayers for 
youT Conftantia's bappinefs and fafety? 
O may they be heard at the throne of 
everhfting mercy ! and rife not unaccom^ 
patiied with thofe daily offerings which 
ihe delights in making for the prefervation 
of her friendr 

Adibu! 
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L E T T E R IX. 

t 

THEbDOSltJS to CONSTANTIA. 

J\jS you were not ^Jifplcafed with my 
account of the difpenfation of grace, 
I will now give you my thoughts on a 
duty, to the due difcharge of which that 
difpenfation Is promifed. I have obferved 
before, that, were the grace of God an 
•unconditional and irrefiftible principle, 
our prayers would be fuperfluous. Had 
the almighty providence formed an irre- 
verfible decree with rtfpeSt to our falva- 
tion, or were he totally uninfluenced by 
any thing tliat we ihould do in order to 
^obtain the aid. of his facied Spirit, our 
Ja&s of devotion would be as abfurd as^ 
every other a& of duty would be vain^ 

Yet 
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Yet there are n^any, Canftantia^ who hold 
this dodlrine: Becaufe the Chriftian 
covenant is called the covenant of grace, 
they annihilate the moral agency of man, 
and reprefent him as entirely pafiive in the . 
accomplifiiment of kis f^ation... I have 
fufEciendy expofed the ernk>rs of this un- 
fcriptural do^irine, and Aall therefore 
proceed to coiafuler prayer as, one of tht 
means ofgraci. , 

Our SavicoT himfelf, yrho died for our 
finsy and rofe again Jor our jufttfication^ (that 
is for our deliverance from eternal death 5 
for the word juftification in the facred writ- 
mgs, generally figniiies deliverance, and 
in that fenfe I underftand it in this paiSage) 
our Saviour himfelf, I fay, whofe merits 
with the Father were the primary mean s of 
procuring us this grace, exprefly con vinceth 

us 
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U8 that it is to be obtained by prayer. For 

^in the iirft place^ this was the method by 

which he propofed to obtain it for us— 

I will pray to the Father y fays he, endh€ will 

fend you another Comforter y who Jball abide 
with you always ; and in the next place, he 
aiTures his Jifcipks that his heavenlyFather 
will give his holy Spirit to them that afkit. 
The pafibge is exprefs to thcpurpofe. I fay 

unto youy Jfk and it fhall be given yqUyfeek and 
yejhall findy knock and it Jhall be opened unt9 
you. For everyone timt ajheth reeeivethy and 
be that feeketh findeth^andto him that knocketh 
itjball be opened, JVhich ofyouy being a father^ 
ifhisfonjhallafk bread will give him ajione ? 
Or ifafijh^will heforafijhgive him aferpent? 
Nay, and ifhejhall ajk an egg, will he give 
him afcorpion f Ifye^ then, being evity know 
how to give good gifts to your children^ how 
much rather Jbal I your Fathary who isinhea- 

veuy 



iv», ghi the holy Spirit to them that ajk 
him? The parns that the divine reafoner 
hath taken to convince his difciples upon 
this JM>int of faith, are very remarkr*ble. 
He firft commands, or rather exhorts themi 
to offer their prayers to God ; then, for 
their encouragement, he afTures them that 
fuch^' prayers are heard and granted ; and 
afterwards, for their convidlion, he infers 
an undeniable concluilon from a parity of ^ 
fcafon. Thus there remains no doubt, 
that as the mediation of Chrift is the 
primary, fo prayer is the fecondary means 
of grace. 

In what words then, and with what 
fpirit (hall wc pray? — Wherewithal Jhall 
iv£ come before the Lord^ and humble our/ehes 
before the' high God? Is not, it may be 
a(ked, that form of prayer which our 

Saviour 
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Saviour taught his difciples, comprehenfiv^ 
of all our wants, and fufficient for the 
Cbriftian church in all ages? Should this 
queftion be put, I would anfwer lA t^ 
negative. The prayer which oxir Savtovt 
^ taught his defciples was a ten)porary fortn. 
The redemption of mankind^as not tiien 
accotnpli&ed : The means of grace we^e 
not efiedluated. The Saviour of the worM 
wa« not afcended into heaven, and it was 
in confequence of his afcenfion only, that 
the Cmforiefy the spirit df truth j was 
granted to the church. If I go not awofj 
fays he, the Corvforttr will not cents ttnt9 
you ; hut if I go axvay^ Ituill find him unta 
y9u. It viras impoflible, therefore, that he 
ihould teach his difoiples to pray for that 
grace which was not yet attainable, nor 
comoiunicated, except in an efpecial man- 
ner» Some fubtle interpreters have, indeed, 

fuppofed 
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fuppofed riiat the meaning of" thy king- 
dom come/' in the prayer abovementioned, 
is metaphorical, and that the influence of 
graqe is thereby fignificd ;but (fctting afide 
tbofe arguments I have brought againtt the 
poffibility of this interpretation) I would 
afk thefe men, whether it be probable that 
the wife author of our falvation ihould 
teach hi^ difciples to exprefs fo important 

a petition by a diftant metaphor ! 

'Whether he who taught them plainly to 
fay, •* give us this day our daily bread," 
would not, if it had been then proper, 
have taught them as plainly to fay, 
** give us the grace of thy holy Spirit," 
or to have exprelTed thcmfelves in fome 
other^form of words as clear, and as much 
to the purpofe. Had the words, thy 
kingdoth corruy no fignification that was 
literally obvious, they might as well have 

bcc'a 
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been . wrefled to one fenfe as to another ; 
but the jcingdom of God was an expreffioa 
' familiar to the ear$ of the difciples, and to 
them it required no comment. They 
knew that it meant the efiabliihment of 
the Mefiiah's evangelical kingdom. An<* 
other argument that this form of prayer 
was temporary and is now Infufficient, is 
this, that the apoftles made ufe of other 
prayers..~To prove thi^ it is not neceflary 
to adduce a fingle inftance, bccaufe num- 
bers ofFer themfelyes. 



Neither is it neceflary for me to 
inftrud you, Conilantia, in what words 
you fhould pray for the ailifiance of the 
divine Spirit. Eloquence is in nowHe 
eflential to prayer ;i it may be neceflary 
for the perfuafion of men, but God fetteth 
it at nought. Let us not think thatwd 

fhtill 
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fhall be heard the fooher for ou^ much 
fpeakingy nor yet for the elegance of our 
expreflion. If we pray by a fee forin, \tt 
the lianguage of it be artlefs and onaffeAed,. 
and in that refped rcfemble thtfoigUntfs 
or fimplicity of heart, with which we 
ihould offerittotheall*]cnowing Wifdoin»> 
I would readily give you fuch a form as 1 
fpeak of, tiut the chureh alloweth not a 
private ecdeafiilic to compofe an^ com- 
municate a form of prayer. For ybi),^ 
however^ whofe underftinding is clear^ 
and whofe jnemory is retentive, who 
digcft your thoughts with propriety, ahd 
exprefs them with eafe, fcarce any form 

of private devotion is neccffary*. 

* Htm) idle boFve bttn att the dtfputei ce/ncertt-'^ 

ing the preference of praying by fbrm^ er praying 

extempore! Both bavetbe pnference in their 

preptr place \ the fortner in public ^ thelstter, in 

private devotion. 

With 
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With regard to the fpirit and manneif 
wherewith we ought to approach the 
eternal Providence, we cannot be too at- 
tentive to fo important a circumftance, 
Wefhould endeavour, as much as poffible^ 
Co be ferene and recolleded. Before we 
addrefs' ths^t Almighty being, we flioul4 
meditate a moment on his fublime perfec- 
tions, and fill our minds with the idea 
of his glorious attributes. But rather let 
us contemplate him in his benevolent, 
than in his judicial capacity, We ought 
indeed never to be ^vithout the idea of the 
latter, but the firfl- ihould always have the 
leading influence in our minds. Our 
heavenly Father treateth us not as fer- 
vants but as fons ;'our a£ls of obedience, 
therefore, to him fliould be purely iUiaU 
He delighteth not in the proftration of 
fervtle fear^ but in the chearful worfhip 
Vol. II. G of 



TSf nvenntial g^titude. Let us not 'ap> 
prohdi htm with the cries and iTixneAUt- 

4 

tions of Mobch's wor ftippers, nor with 
th« felf-caftigation of t^ votaries crf^Baal. 
Yet on thiS) as well as on every odier oC- 
cafion, let us remember the vaft difbuice 
l>etween fallen man and his Creator ; let 
-us confider that our God, though feated on 
the throne of everlafting mercy, is an of- 
fended Being, whofe laws we haire broken, 
and to whofe fiivdur we have forfeited our 
natural right, Tbefe rcfleftions will make 
\is approach him with that humble and 
dependant fpirit, which muft become a 
frail and erring creature, in the, prefehce - 
of its almighty and all-perfefl: judge. 

.Let the incenfe we offer him be the 
pure* and undiflembled devotion of 'the 
heart. Let us avoi4 the Pharifaical often- 

tation 
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"^tiqn of ^o^g prayer?. Our nipr^l ;»< J 
rcli^iw?, 518 wcU ^f cur paturs^l wants^ 
may \i^ cxprcfed in few wqrd$, »nd Go4 
is pQt flo^ t6 hw. Qiw; ppniteotial figb, 

one buittW? gcknov^ledgmentiVrill find? its 
^ay to h^gyen. Qnc cgrjj^ petition fpf 
the divine afliftance,pn5 fii^qprc pyprt^i)^ 
of gratitude, will l^e a.s ^SV^u^l as ^ 
thpufand repetition3. DifFi^fe a/rad decla- 
matory prayer is a m^k of fanatjcifm, 
the bpld and extravagant effufion of holy 
impudence. Shall we thinjc that the Divine 
Wifdom is to be courted hy much /peak- 
ing? Is it ncceflary that the iincere of 
heart fliould weary heaven with long im- 
portunity? Would not this be to fuppofe 
that God is hard to be intreated, or that 
his ear is obftrufted, and cannot 'bear? 
How. brief is that temporary form of prayer 
which our Saviour taught his difciples ! 

G 2 Does 



Does that form contain one fuperfluoos^ 
word, or one mere collateral or unimpor^ 
tant thought? Is the imagination in- 
dulged in vain defcriptions, or are the 
paffions rouzed to eager imprecations i 
As if the diving author of it had forefeen 
the idle prolixity of thofe ranting prayers 
which (hould be ufed in future ages of the 
church, he has in the abovementioned 
form been remarkably concife. There is 
not, perhaps, in any language, an inftance 
of compofition where fo much is exprefTed 
in fo few words. 

It muft be owned, however, that to 
exprefs our thoughts with brevity and pre- 
cifion, muft be the cffeft of literary (kill 
with us, as it was of divine knowledge 
with the author of the difciples's prayer. 
But from the brevity of that prayer we 

xnay 
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may learn, what maybe of more general 
uTe, to offer no fuperiluous addre/Tes to 
the Almighty. If we look into many of 
our modern forms of prayer ; particularly 
fuch as have been compofed by Chriftians 
for their private ufe, and afterwards printed 
for the fervice of the publie, we fliaJl find 
that thi J precept has been very much neg- 
lected. With a profufion of depreciating 
expreffions, partly taken from the facred 
writings, and partly the coinage of their 
own imaginations, as if they would make 
a merit of their felf-abafement, they are 
loud in complaining of tfaemfelves as the 
worft of creatures. This is a burlefquo 
upon Chriftian humility. I have known 9 
pious lady, whofe^life was one continued 
fcene of devotion, daily repeat thefe hu-^ 
miliating lies, when fhe offered up her 
prayers to the Father of truth and wifdom. 

^ G 3 Our 



Oor> Saviour's apf^robatioA of the PubiU 
can's prayer affords no :irgumeflt in favour 
^ of thefe. The Pa|>licaii was fuppofed to 
be really a finner^ . not in the ordinary but 
in the extraordinary fenfe of the word i 
yet even he makes m parade Qf humliatiiH. 
H^, though a Publican^ does not call 
himfelf the worft of men, but faith fimply^ 
«« God be merciful td me a flnAfef /' Thil 
tiras all that he fatd, and all that was ne* 
cefikry for jiim to iay^ 

TMtsE over-abafing forms of |Jilayef 
are not only improper for the Chriftiafi • 
who leads a regular life, but muft liki^wilS 
fee itpugnant to his confcience, and ob** 
noxious to hid fincerity* It is impoffiblef 
that, ^ while he is fenfible of his gcxxl diA^ 
j^^tion, and endeavours tb live acc<>rd2ng 
t^, th«i divin!e( laW?, he fhould belieVei 

hirofejf. 
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at. his «& 
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himfelf to b^ tbe wicked wxetch that bis. 
'^ ^sty^s reprefent him,. 

< ^ 

I HAVE yet one obje<Slion more to thefe 
bumiltatiag xaats, thefe effiifioos of fana- 
tjciiia. . They arc not onjy in)proj)er'/or. 
the good man^ but unnecefTary for the 
fanner — ^at leaft on the part of God they, 
are unneceflary : For, of God can it be 
Tu^poA^i^ that he is ignorant of our •con- 
duct:, and m\s& leamit from a multitude 
of felf-abafing words ? Or ihall we think 
th^ he delights in the frequent mention 
of .ibat wiekednefs, tb(e praiSkice .of which 
aSeotfed hitn ? Or may we believe that he 
Witt be prevAkd up^n by tshe l&odntfs of; 
tomtiological dcolamafioil ? if thefe thiogis 
art not to beiJuppofod, Mr4 Aiall conclude, 
that thefe hacangues of felfnabafement ane 
uanocdlGiry with refpji^^toXSody and tb^ 

it 
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it will be more proper, as well as more 
modeft, for the finner to ufe the brief 
acknowledgment of the Publican, 

Long and loud confeffions of fin before 
God, are always a mark of weak under- 
ftanding ; nay, I have known fome eccle- 
fiaftics fo extremely injudicious as to re- 
commend thispraAicein private devotion, 
and fo weak as to advife us, in our ad- 
drefles to God, to mention particularly 
the feveral fins we have been guilty of. 
Is not this to {appok that God isevenfueb 
aoneasourfehesf Or i^ it not to conceive 
yet more meanly of him ? When a perfon 
-is difpofed to a(k forgivenefs of thofe 
whom he has offended, and to acknowledge 
his faults, would a generous mind be 
delighted with a recapitulation of them I 
Would it not rather be painful to a 

generous 
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generous mind? And Aiall we dare to 
think that man is pofTefTed of greater ge* 
nerolity, or more enlarged conceptions^ 
than that infinite Being from whom he 
derives both I Why tlien^ ye felf-abaiing 
finners, well ye weary God with your 
miftaken prayers ? Wlvy will ye oflFer to 
the divine ear what it delightetb not to' 
bear ? Can ye not be humble^ without 
importuning heaven with your acts of 
humility i Is not this a fpecies of /y«- 
fervice ? 

Let us confider the parable of the pro** 
digal fon, which may in fome meafure be 
•looked upon as a form of repentance. He 
had meditated, we are told, a fh,ort fpeech 
of acknowledgment, " Fatbery, I have 
Jnned agaitt/i . heavetii and inthyjight^ and 
no long^ am worthy to be called thy fin ^ 

9nake 
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make me as one of thy htredfervants.^^ Thi» 
confeflibn he meditated, and this vn% as 
brief, for theCircumftances, as the prayer of 
the Publican. But what do we find in the 
ftquel of Iheftory ? We find that thisfhort 
fpeech was rendered ftill fhortef, by the 
omiilion of the lafl: claiife. The penitent fon j . 
after he had met With fuch a gracious recep* 
tion from his fathe^, {)robab]y concluded 
that fuch an humiliating overture Would 
give hina pain,* — or if he were about to make 
it, the father interrupted him, by calling to* 
his fervants, and ordering the beft robes^ 
Obfefve, toy Conftantia, the ikill of the • 
&iin?d^arabolift in this place. Jndthefmy 
faidt^nto hiniy Father ^ I ha^e finned ngainft- 
bm^iHy and in thy fight , an^ no longer am- 
ipmhy to be called thy fon. — But the father 
fifid iMlo )>i'5 firvants^ Bring forth ibe primr 
tohe^ aftdpui It upon hifn. Is ndt the omif- 

Con; 
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Mti of tlte 1^ cla«& m ib&praKiedttated 
fpeich (fnaie m tts oHi tfih^ hirBdfirvttnu) 
after fuch a recfepttion, itmarkably beau* 
tiful ? When this is coflfidcredj docs it 
appear in the leaft probkble^ that the fathtir 
ftoiild either expefb X6 take delight in a 
detail of his fon's follies and vices i 

/ 

Pii an aft of rti)fehtanc^, j^ith itfpeft 
td God, fuch a detail cJanriot be necfiffary : 
For what is repentance but ii relinqailb^ 
mcnt of fifiSi frcJfli ft cbft virion that they 
have offanded.the Judge uf the ttotld ? 

I HAVE faid more on this circiimftancc 
than I at firft intended, ahd poffibly more 
than you t^ay think it required : But no- 
thing is unimportant that relates to the 
worlhip of God^. or that contributes any 
thing to redify that worfcip. 

For 
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For this reafon, yo« will favonr me 
with your attention, while I point out 
fome other errors that I have obfervedin 
forms of devotion. Among thefe are imper- 
tinent expreifions, fuch as have no imme- 
diate relation either to the general or 
particular purpofes of prayer ; fuch as are 
introduced merely for parade, or fuch as 
havenodther end than to fill the harmony 
of a period^ or to form the fide of an 
antithefis. Of thefe I could produce many 
inftances, from almoft every form of prayer, 
whether public or private, from profuie 
expatiations on the paft and prefent works 
of God, and from fuperfluous details of 
our conduct; towards him ; when with 
careful minutenefs we inform him of cir- 
cumftan^es which he knows better than 
ourfelves* 

Neither 



I 
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Neither can I approve of thbfe devout 
Thapfodles, thofe fportin^soi zeal, that, 
holy dalliance with God, which fwell the 
morning and evening devotions of many 
pious Chriftians. Thefe defultory cflFufions 
are inconfiftent with that reverence which 
iS due to an Almighty Being, 

I 

In fhort : Let us, when we pray, be 
jnodeft, humble, calm, and recolle^ed ; 
and let our forms of prayers be chafte, 
fubdued, concife and pertinent. 

' WHlE^J we approach the Almighty, let 
us not borrow ouc ideas of him from 
human charaAeriftics : Let us remember, 
ihat his ways an net our waysy neither are 
his thoughts our thoughts ^-^ that as much 
m heaven h higher than the earthy fo much 
MJ'siis ways higher than our ways, and his 

thoughts 






'^ihougUs than our ibmghts. This refle^On 
M^ill i^t all tinges te^ch us 9 becomiiig 
fcveience for our glorious Cri^tor ? tnd 

r particularly, in our addidTes to him, it 
will fuggeft t^ us the imprdpriaty of vara 
and impertinent dedamation, of the 
oftentatious eSuiions pf fanatic impur 
dence, and the importunate familiarities 

<of forward ise^l. 

Apieu ! my Conftantia. May you offfef 
up your prayers in an acceptable time ! 

Fkangis. 
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LETTER X. 



' CONSTANTIA tO ThEODOSIV^ 



1 ou 



R letters difpleafe me, my pa^ 
ternal friend, they make me difpleaftS 
with myfelf. Every page Is a mirror that 
reflects fome circumftance of folly or ig. 
iiorance in my paft condu^. When- 1 
compare my opinions and my prafiice 
with thofc which you recommend, T am 
mortiHed with hehoMing fome eflentisA 
difference — But go on, dear cruel in* 
^ftr^(ftor, go on to humble the proud heart 
of your Coriftantia— -Make her fee in yet 
many more inftances what a weak, igno-? 
rant, fliort-fighted creature (he is. 

But indeed you ought' to conquer that 
vanity, which in former Jays you contri- 
buted 



1)uted to ftrengthen : when too prodigal of 
compliment, you would over-rate - the 
.talents of yo\ir Conftantia; and, in the 
humility of tender affedion, would profefs 
yourf^lf her pupil ! Be patient, and in^ 
dulge me — ^Youmake mc fenfibldofmy 
weaknels ; I am yet a woman, and muft 
complain; I will have my revenge, and 
convincey^tf of yourerrors^-JOo I not owe 

much of my pride and vanity to you ? Did 
you not in the days of flattering love 
chcrifh and fupport thofe Ainfervicable 
foibles 1 Having no other ambition than 
to pleafe Theodofius, if he appeared fatis^ 
iied with my accomplifhments, I thought 
them fufficient^ If he praifed my talents, 
I believed them to be great ; and was 
indifferent about new acquifitions of 
knowledge. Thus, my friend, I bring* 
,a heavy charge againft you, and impute 

tQ 
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fbyou, in fome mcafurc, my pride and 
ignbrance. Thus it is, that while your 
letters convince me of the latter, I gratify 
the firft by a flattering excufe. Poor 
Conftantia ! how much of human weak* 
nefs doft thot^ yet retain ! 

You have much to do, my venerable- 
guide, much to do before you fhall have 
rendered your pupil as wife and as good 
as (he ought to be. 

What means this uneafinefs that* 
hangs upon my heart ? Surely yotr 
letter, your valuable letter, could not 
caufe it. And yet I think, I had lefs " 
pleafure from it than from any other that 
you have written to me. Was it becaufe 
you have not fo often appealed to me by 
the endearing name of your Conftantia ? 
Vol. 11/ H To 
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To' you, my Confeflpr, my guide, and 
Aiend, 1 c?jx open all my weakpefs. 
What means this uneaiinefs that hangs. 
iiIK>n my heart ? 



'ComTAHC£« 
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EETT5R Xr^ 

Theodosius to Constant I A. 



Ai 



.MI ABLE tendtrncfs ! Dear Con- 
fiantia! fet your heart at eafe. Exert 
yoti5 rcafon ; tax your fortitude ; callforth^ 
the nobler faculties of your mind, and 
chai'ge them to sderttteir empire over the 
wayward pi^on^* 



While we are in thi^s ihte of being,. 
W^ m^ encounter di^i^tie^^fUid.ftru|-gle 
with uoeafii^fs. T()e heart yfjll (fften be 
diffati^lied we know.npt why, :^d reafon 
will Itand an i^le fee£i;ator,.i£^$ if uncon- 
/icious pf its^power. In {u<ih c^^cs it p^ght 
to beawakeoed .frpm iu leti^drgy, a^d 
jacnj;c^ed of ^e taflc tp jnf^ioji it 7s ap- 

' H 2 ' pointed^. 
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pointed. It fhould be informed of the 
high office it bears in the ceconomy of the 
(oul, and be made acquainted with the 
infidious vigilance of its enemies. 

But while we languifli under the un^ 
cafinefs of difcontent, we cannot take a 
more eflFedual method to recover our peace 
than to.confiderthe infignificancy of every 
paffion that centers, and piirfuit that ter- 
minates here« Suppofe our earthly aims 
were direAed to their obje£i: by the favour- 
ing gale of fortune ^ fuppofe our purfuits 
fhould be crowned with all the fuccefs that 
fluttering hope affigns them, yet— -vain, 
changeable^ and impotent as we are, the 
fuccefs would not be worth a moment's 
triumph. While the heart turns upon an 
earthly axis, like the perifliable ball that 
itJoves, it will be varioufly affefled by. 

Outwar4.u 
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x)utward influences. Sometimes it ^ill 
bear the friuts of gladnefs, and fometime 
be the barren defart of melancholy ; one 
Vhile it will be exhilarated by thefuhfhine 
of pleafure, and again it will languifh in 
the gloom of difcontent. The caufe of 
this is, not only that the human heart is 
in itfelf changeable and uncertain, deriv- 
ing its fenfations from cohftitutionil 
influences, but that the objefts if they 
are earthly objefts, on which it depends 
for happinefs, are liable to- variation ami 
decay. 

Hence arifes the fupmority'of rejigious 
views. When our hopes of happinefs are 

• fixed on one certain «vent : one event 

• which though remote, cannot be altered 
by mortal contingencies, the heart has an 

• invariable foundation whereon it may reft. 

Widicut 
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W ithout this refiliing plac<p, we ihoiitd ic 

. iojfedto and fro with every iwW of fortune, 
the fport of chance, and the dupes pf 
expectation. To this immoveable anchor 
of the foul religion dircSs us in the hopes 

yof immortality. We know from the 
4inerring word of divine revelation that wc 

''ihall ex iff in another ftatc of being, after 
the diffblutionof this; and wc are. cpn- 
firmed by every benevolent' purpofe of 
providence in the belief that our future 
exiftence fhall be i^nnitely happy. In this 
glorious hope the interefts of a temporary 

' life are fwallowed up and loft. This 
hope, like. the ferpent of Aaron, devours 

•the mock phantoms which :are created 
by the magick of- this world, and at 
once fhews the vanity of every earthly 
j>urruit, 

.Compare© 



Compared with this prcfpei^, nqr 
Conftantia, how poor, how barren would 
every fcene of mortal happinefs appear! 
Howdefpieableatthe beft — yet how liable 
to be deftroyed by every ftorm of adverfity? 
For are we not expofed to a thoufand 
accident^ the moft trifling of which may 
be fufficient to break a fcheme of felicity? 
Let us confider thofe conditions that are 

almoft univerfally defired, the dignity of 
•the great, and the affluence of the rich, 
-Are thefe above the reach of misfortune? 
Are they exempt from the importunities 
of care ? Greataefs is but the objedt of 
impertinence and envy, and riches create 
more wants than they are able to gratify. 
Should then our wifliss lead tothefe, we 
»ihould unavoidably be difappointed. The 
acquifition might for a while footh our 
vanity, but we fliould foon figh for the 

eafe 
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cafe of obfcurity, and envy the content 
•f thofe whom pride would jcall our 
vafTals. 



If wealth or grandeur then cannot 
afford us happinefs, where (hall we feek' ' 
it ? Is it to be found in the cell of the 
hermit ? or does it watch by the taper of 
folitary learning ? Loves it the fociety of 
laughing mirth ? or does it affed): the 
penfive pleafures of meditation ? Is it only 
genuine in the cordiality of friendilhip, or 
in the lafting tendernefs of married love ? 
Alas! my Conftantia, this train of alter- 
natives will not do. Should we fly from 
the trouble of fociety to fome lonely 
hermitage, , we fliould foon figh for the 
amufements of the world we had quarrelled 
with. The ftiongeft mind could not lorlg 
fupport 'the burden of uncommunicatcd 

thought. 
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rthought, and the firmeft. heart would 
^languilh in the ftagnation of melancholy. 

Ask the folitary fcholar, if ever, in his 
learned refearches, he beheld the retreat of 
happinefs — Amufement is all that he will 
pretend to— —Amufement ! in queft qf 
which the adlive powers of the miivd are 
frequently worn out, the underftanding 
enervated by the affiduity of attention 
and the memory overburthened with un- 
^eiiential ideas. 

Yet, poffibly, happinefs may mingle 
/with fociety, and fwell the acclamations 
rof feftive mirth. No — the joy that dwells 
there cannot be called happinefs ; for the 
vHoile of mirth will vaniih with the echo 
of the evening, and even in laughter the 
^eart is fad. If wc arc able to diftinguifli 

the 
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I 

the elegance of converfation, we fhall often 
he difguftecJ with the arrogance of pride, 
or the impertinence of folly ; and if nojt, 
we may be amufed indeed with the noif^, 
but can never tafte thepleafures of focicty. 

As little reafon have we -to hope for 
lading happinefs from the engagements of 
friendifaip or of love, . The condition of 
human life is atbeft fo uncertain, that it 
is even dangerous to form any connections 
that are dear. The tendcrnefs of lov^, 

, )my Conftantia, opens the heart to many 
fufferings, to many painful apprehenfions 
for the health and fafety of its objedt, and 

, iinany uneafy ibnfations both from real and 
imaginary caufes. It was from this con- 

.. viftion I told you, in the letter wherein I 
lirft difcovered myfclftoyou, *' that the 

, love we have , had for one anptber witl 

make 
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inajce «s more happy in its dlfappoint- 
nient, than it could have done In its 



^iiiccefs." 



For want of ^ii better remedy to thefe 

. ^vils, the wifdom of ancient philofophy 

tcacheth us to bid a brave defiance to the 

^dflkults of pleafure and of pain. > This 

...precept it urges with unremitting au- 

. fterity; without making any allpwance 

vfor particular tempers or drcumftances ; 

without inftrufting us how to behave %o 

\,^he follicitations of joy or pleafure; how 

..to defend the heart from the inroad of' 

. forroW, or to guard againft the unfeen 

I 

. ftratagems of diftrefs. 

But the religipn of a Chriftian affords a 
^ noble and a fafcr refuge, With the exalted 
, hopes that thisfrefents to us, the fufferings 
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ofiloe preftnt time are not worthy to ''h 
compared. In thofe glorious hopes let us 
bury every anxious thoyght, theuneafinefs 
of difcontent, and the folicitude of care. 

I 

Let us not fink under our light afflictions, 
which are but for a moment. A very few 
year^ perhaps a few months or days, may 
bring us into that fiate of being, where 
care and mifery perplex no more. Thou^ 
we have now our bed in darknefs and our 
pillow on the thorn^ yet the time draweth 
nigh when we (hall tafte of life without 
anguifh, and enjoy the light without 
Jfittemtfs of fouL The night is^far fpehtj 
my Conftantia, jhe day is at hand; let us 
therefore gird up the loins of our mind^ and 
^hefoberr^no longer diffipated, or difturbed 
with the troubles of this world. We are 
bourly hafling to that fccneof exiftence, 
where . the wicked ceafe from troubling and 

zVha-e 
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where the weary art at reft '^ where hope 
Aiall no more be cutt>fF by difappointment>^ 
and where the diftrefies of time are forgot 
HI the joys of eternity. 



Francis* 



I 
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LETTER XII. 



CfoNSTANTlA tO THfi^poai^US^ ' 



S it thus that you hope to reform your 
CotiAantia? Do you think that you' 
fh^ll be able to effe£l: this by letting her' 
foibles pafs uncenfured, and conveying • 
inflru£lion to her in general terms ? Alas { 
hdw little do you knowofhcr petulant' 
and capricious heart ! It muft be corrected 
with feverity, and quieted by overbearing 
reproof. 

At prefent, indeed, it is fufficiently^ 
depreft. Your obfervations on the folly 
and vanity of expecting happinefs in this 
wotld came to me at a time, when painful 
experience convinced mex)f their truth. 

Aftir 



* 



I 
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ATtEft Theodofius was loft to me, I 
€<>ntra(fted a friendfhlp with an amiable 
and accomplifliejd woman to, whom my 
melancholy and. my misfortunes feryed 
only to endear me the more. Her good 
i?nfe and her compaiSon foothed and fup- 
I^orted me under aU my fufierings. She 
l^tm^e not to the attacks of folitary dif- 
content, but affidooufly diverted my mind 
by the efibrt^ of elegant humour, poliibed 
ienfe, and ingenlotis obfervation* As if 
fhe had preferred the company of forrow to 
every focial amufement, even in that feafon 
of life when the heart of health and peace 
is always.gay^lhe never forfook me during 
the laft five unhappy years. She obferved 
with unwearied vigilance the hour, when 
melancholy apprehenfions was increafed to 
the acutenefs of grief. She then followed 
me into whatever privacy I fou^ht^ clafped 

me 



mcto her faithful bofom, ani if, urtd^r' 
the agonies of terror and anguifli, tears 
refufed their aiSftance, flie folicited, and* 
obtained them by her infedious tendernefsl 
When, at laft, I determined to take the 
veil, and had obtained my father's confept 
to forfake the world forever, her aiFedtion 
followed me in that final refolution. She 
waited only for an approaching oppor- 
tunity to fettle her worldly affairs, after 
which fhe intended to have made'one of our 
fifterhood, and to havepaffed the remaining . 
part of her life with her Confta ntia. 

Upon this event my heart repofed. V 
foref^w in this a fcene of happinefs that 
could not be equalled upon earth, and I 
flattered myfelf that it would be as lafting 
as my own life* How many pleafing hours 
have I paffed in meditating on the future 

felicity* 



Tfelicity of oUrfricndfliip I How often. III 
the luxury of imagination, have I coii- 
fidered our united prayers aicendihgciore 
acceptably to the throne of ever lafting 
merty ! What joy did I promife tiiyfelf, 
what importance in the eye of frien Jlhiipy 
by communicating to my Sophia all the 
inftniftions I had received frotn my 
Theoddius [ 

f ■ ■ -' •' . 

Oh my friend ! my father ! thefe hopes 
' arc overthrown. Do I live to tell you by 
what tiseans f Sophia, my tender, ihy 
dear Sophia, is no more. The uneafinefs 
i exprefled in my laft proceeded firobably 
in fomc meafure .from my pre-fentiments 
of this cruel cverit. I am now very 
miferable, and in great need of your 
- paternal advice. 



Vol! II. I Constance. 
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LETTER XIII. 



ThEODOSIUS to CONSTANTIA. 



Ai 



.S true friendlhip is one of the greateft 
bleffings of human life, our forrow 
for the lofs of friends is more excu fable 
than mod of our complaints. But, though 
it may be more venial, it is not more 
reafonable than any other mode of mifery 
that has its origin in difappolntment. Did 
we think our friends immortal ? Did we 
not know, while we held them to our 
hearts, that we were embracing the pro- 
perty of DEATH, who would fooQer or 
later afTert his claim? 

Our reflgnation to this as well as to 
all other evils ought to be confirmed by 

Kflc£ling 



T«flefl:ingon the univerfal agency of pro- 
vidence. The author of the book ©f 
Pfalms furniOies us with excellent doQrinc 
on this fubjeft. We have fcarce anywhere 
fuch ftriking pidures of human, mifery a$ 
in that book. The royal writer has de- 
foribed in theftrongeft colours thediftrefles 
and perplexities to which, as men, we are 
fubjeft. tie has defcended to the private 
difCttisfadlions of the heart, and recounted 
many circumftances of accidental calamity. 
Hence it is that his Writings are of general 
ufc. Of the diftrefles that are incident to 
our being, though the profpeft be gloomy 
it is neceflary we fliould obferve it ; as he- 
who muft make his way through pitfals 
and precipices, would chufe a plan of the 
road he was to travel, rather than march 
blindly forward without knowledge and 
without caution, 

I 2 But 
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« 

^ BlTT thefe are not all* the iti^ru&hm 
'which the Ffahnift aiFords us, ' We are 
feldom prcfentcd with an affiiSied prolpeft 
of lifs without beings dinded totkemeanf 
cfeomfort. ^We arr^ld that^ however 
great the caufes ofiour ;affli<5lion inaj hc^ 

-they arefubje£l totbewife direAionfrof a 
fieing benevolent to man, and that, though 

• heavirufi may tndure for a nighty joy eometk 
in the miming. The dodtri^e of an uni- 
verfal providence, which is the only Iburce 
of coqfolation under every fpccies?fof 
niiifcry, is afferted through this?whoic 
book with the greateft confidence pfcer- 

' tainty, ' . ^ 



^< Who is like untQ the Lord our Gc4^ 
<< who h^ifh his dweMmg fo high, ^uid 
^<^yet humbleth himielf to behold' the 
-*^ things that are in he*aven and earth ? 



(C 



Thou 



#C^i 
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*^ Tmtr fkak (bew vs wondetfal 
things mthyrfghteoufneffy OGod of' 

\ ** our falvation ! Thou that art the hope 
** of all the ends of the earth, and of ' 
^^-them that remain in the broad fea. 

«« They alfo that dwell in the utter- 
" nioft parts of the wprld iball' attend to 
*' thy tokens — Thou that makeft the out- 
**"goings of the morning and the evening ^ 
•^ to praife thcc.'*^ 

In this belief of the univerfal agency of 
providence the Pfalmift places the remedy 
of moral and natural evil. ' 

<< Should I find trouble and heavi*>^ 
*< nefs, I will, call upon the name of the» 
^ Lord. O Lord, I beieecb tbee^ dfi^^ 
*Mivcf my foul ! 

« Turn ^ 
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«« The Lord prcferveth the innocents 

** I was in mifefy, and he helped me. 

« 

•*The proud, O Lord, have had me 
** exceedingly in derifion, but I jHemem- 

. ** BERED THY EVERLASTING JUDG- 
" MfiNTSj.AND RECEIVED COMFORT." 

The laft fentiment ought to be en* 
graven upon the hearts of all the children 
ofaffli£iion. 

Let us remember that God is the fu« 
preme governor of the uniyerfe;, that 
under his direction is the whole fyftem 
of nature, by him animated, connefled, 
fupported. Let us confider that the 
agency of man in this iyflem is only 
, moral. The ceconomy of life is com- 
mitted to him fo far as it may exercife 

his- 
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Ifs moral wl]I. But the events of his 
aiElions are finally under the determination 
©If the Almighty. Were not he to dire£l 
the natural courfe of this world, even 
in thofe circumftances of it that are or 
may be zfft&cd by the moral power of 
man, order could no more be preferved 
in the univerfe, than it could at firft 
refult from chance, or be formed by the 
diredion of fallible beings. . 

This conlideration, that the fupremc 
Power has in his owp hands the oeconomy 
of the world, ought to engage our refigna- 
tion under every circumiftance of life: 
For, fliQuld we quarrel with the difpen- 
fations of him who gave us being? Should 
we difpute the regulations of that power,, 
who has provided the means of this day's 
fubfiitence,, and without whofe favour and 

pro- 
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prptoAion we could no longer exift Msv.^ 
not he who made jthe world beft able to 
^vern it ? Has not be who gave us tfiis _ 
being a right to refume it i 

What mean, then, the pangs of difap^ ^ 
pointment? Wbat mean the languilhing 
complaints of forrow? The tears that 
flow for buried virtue, and the fighs that 
mourn for parted friendihip i 

Bur to thcfe queftipns you will fay 
odiers may be oppofed. You will 
alk if thefe emotions ought to be ex- 
cluded from tl^e human heart, when 
they are evidently the effe£k of na- 
ture? .You. will enquire whether the 
God of nature would plant affe<Slions in. 
his.creaturcSy which to ftifie would be . 
a virtue? . 

To . 



Tc-thefe queftions I would rqdy, that 
Apfe affe£lipns for tb^ objects of this 
wprld) which wc have ,reccivcd with our 
being, may be indulged ; but under 
certain limitations. Let us always cqn- 
fidi^r the end of iuch affections. Certainly 
it could not be to CKate us mifery, when 
thofe pbjeds are no more ; for that would 
be indirectly, to repine at the difpenfatiejis 
o£.hii;n whp has jreqioyigid them from us* 

The voi(;e ornsUturewill be heard, and 
our tears will flow yirhen our deareft con^ 
ne(Stions are broken. In this we only aft 
liloe men ; Sut when forrow is long in* 
dulgedy it becomes criminal ; for then we 
tamely give ourfelves up to thofe pai&ons 
which it is our duty to reftrain, and aft 
in petulant oppoiition to the .decrees of 
prpvidence. 

H9MAK 
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Human* life muft have many avenues^ 
to forrow and anxiety, while We are coit' 
ccrned for the welfare of thofe objedh 
which have engaged our afieSions, or the 
fliccefs of thofe fchemes on which all our 
wifdom has^ been employed; The duty 
of refignation, therefore, like every other 
that is enjoined us, is calculated to promote 
dur own hdppinefs. When we remember the 
everlajitng judgments of God^. we may reaf- 
fonably be filled with camfort in every event, 

*' It is the Lord ;. let him do what 
" feemcth unto hi'm good. It is the Lord,. 
" the Lord.God, merciful and gracious,. 
*' flow to anger, abundant in goodhefsy 
*' and in truth. 



** Why fhould ye fay unto my foul,. 
*^ that ihe ihould flee as a bird unto the 

*^hill.?: 
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•«hill? Behold the Lord, the Lord oP 
" Hods is my refuge; the God of Jacob 
*' is on my right hand," 

Under fuch confidence' as' this, what 
have we to fear, and for what fhould we 
iigh ? That misfortunes feem to counteract; 
our fchemes of happinefs, and that the 
profpciSs of hope are cut off by difappoint- 
mcntj we might mourn indeed,, were this^ 
the onjy fcene of our exifl;ence,.and were 
our views terminated by our departure 
from it. That human knowledge is often- 
inadequate to the purpofes of life, and? 
always imperfeft^ would bp a melancholy 
confideration, were it not attended with 
the profpea of an exiftcnce, where know- 
kdge as well as happinefs Ihall flow from 
the fountain of infinite perfe<2ion* 

THir 
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TMtsrcflcftion might, one (hould thinker 
befuificient tofetour hearts ^teafe with 
refpefi to temporary misfortunes, but ftill 
more powerful will be/the motives to 
feiignation, when we conilder that the 
Father of .hearen has not only promifed> 
US a iafe retreat at laft from our affli^ons, . 
but to fupport us u^dcr them. 

« These things have I faid unto you^: 
«* that in me ye might have peace : in ^ 
*' the world ye fhall have tribulation. 

^< Are n^t two fparrows fold for a 
f * farthing } and one of, them falleth not 
«' to the ground without the permiffion 
•*^ my Father who is in heaven.; 
•* Are* not ye of ^ more value than many ,: 
** fparrows?" 



' -. 



' That man in the fyftcmof nature h«s 

? a peculiar regard flidwn him, it would be 

" fuperiluous to obfcrve. None of us can 

be {o blind to the bounties we enjoy, nor 

to the emine^it prerogatives by which we 

arefdiftinguiihed. But I may infer that as 

<■. the favour of the Almighty is A> evidently 

r feen in. man, his confidence in him, under 

every circumftance of life, oueht to be in 

, proportion. If he is diftinguiihed by the 

light of reafon, he ought not furely to 

make that light an Inftrument to cenfure 

the perfection from which it flows— yet 

-difcontent is a kind of cenfure on provi- 

^ * dence. 



'r Alas ! my dear Conftantia, how miii. 
^' taken is the man, how much an enemy to 

his own happinefs, who confides not in the 
% meafures, nor refigns to the difpenfations 

of 
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oT his Creator ! He robs himfelf at once 

♦ 

of that fovereign remedy of evil, reliance 
op a fupcrior power. He is involved ia, 
calamities without the alleviation of hope, 
and fubjedl to misfortunes without redrefs. 

But happy, above all names of happi- 
■nefs, is he who with grateful humility 
fubmits to the determinations of God. 
The vicifEtudes'of fortune cannot diftrefs 
him. He is fecure in the care of Almighty 
Goodnefs. Nature may flirink back from 
the ftroke of affliftion, but the conflict 
that is fupported by hope can neither be 
long nor painful* 

*• Whv art thou fo full of heavinefs, O 
*' my foul, and why art thou fo difquieted 
"within me? TruftinGod." ' 

Thb 
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■The great objefi of his hope, the perfeft 
rhappinefs of a future exiftence, he.knowsi, 
cannot be very diftant — that he has but to 
travel a few day^ longer till he reach the 
manfions of everlafting reft, where the 
miferiesand delufions of mortality fhall 
vanifh, and forrow and mourning Jhall fee 
;mjoay. Adiep, my Conftantia ! Think of 
ithefe things and be happy. 



fnANCIS. 



C r4+j 



X E f T E R XIV. 



THKODOSIUS'tO CoNiTANTIA. 



w 



I T H O U T' waiting any rttum 
to my laft, I once more fit down to 
write to you. I would in fome meafiire 
imitate that^ar and valuable friend you 
have loft, wfaofe affiduous tendernefs, you 
fay, would never leave you to the attacks 
of folitary forrow« This was wifely done 
when your grief had continued unreafon- 
ably long, but I am always of opinion that 
under the firft ftages of fgrrow the mind 
ihould be left to itfelfj ^hd would our 
con^mon rule? permit me tb.Vifit you, I 
ihould decline it till the 1^?dfcRce of your 
grief fubfided. 
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The obje<Elion, however, docs not lie 
with the fame force againft writing to you. 
We can better bear the fcntiments of our 
friends, when they arc Jiot perfdnally wit- 
nellcs to our weaknefs. 

My defign at prefent is not toinftrud but 
to amufe you. I therefore fend you poetry 
inftead of philofophy, or rather indeed, phi- 
lofophy harmonized j for the fentimental 
part of the following compofition is truly 
noble. 



^^(^t^h K PSALM 
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T S A L M CVIL 



Yi 



£T once more wake the firain of grateful praycjl 
To that eternal Power, whofe mercy, ihines 
O'er all his works, immortal!! Let them wake 
The grateful Arain once more« thofe happier fona^ 
Whom his hand refcucd from the hoftile chain 
Of old captivity ! From climes remote^ 
From the firft openings of the orient ^ay« 
From Hefpcr's filver flood-gates, from the'fiar 
That fhoots its pale rays o'er the ihivenng north. 
From Egypt's tyrant ihores, his .parent voice 
Their fcatter'd trains afTemhled. Long they Uray'd 
Thro' wild woodsunfreqnented ; long ; nor found 
City, or fafe abode.; till nature funk 
With meagre wantoppredy and the faint pul/e 
Of life beat weakly. Then with humble prayer 
To Heaven they tarn 'd repentant, nor unheard. 
Eternal Mercy led the wanderers forth 

I 

To habitable towns, and fafe abodes. 

O for 



O for the fpiiit of exalted praifet 

To UasiOB high thofe 9£ts ef power divine, 

Thofe boundlefs mercies that embrace mankind ! 

Th rY, thrice unhappy ! o'er whofe joylefs hcadv 
Grim darknefs hovers 2 they who loneJy dwell 
In death's unchearfal ihade, afflicted, 1)ound 
In cold imprifoning chains, the' fad reWjurd 
Qif impioas daring, and rebellious deeds, 
When heavenly Justicb> with her radiant arm, 
Smites their proud hearts; e*ea they, by humble 

prayiri 
Unfold fweet NTercy's eafy-fliding ^tes ; 
Their iron bondage burfts^ and forth they rufit 
From death's dim (hadow to the golden day. 

O for the fpirit of exalted praife. 

To blazon high thofe afts of power divine, 

Thofe boundleis mercies that embrace mankind I 

Folly's vain votaries, from diforder wild. 
And mad intemperance, reaping painful fruits, 

K z Difeafe 
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Difeafe and languor, to the dreafy door 

Of death move trembling.-^— Then with humble 

prayer 
To Heaven they turn repentant, nor unheard. 
Health's rofy light relumes the languid cheeky 
And Ruin quits his meditated prey. 

O for the fpirit of exalted praife. 

To blazon high thofe a£ls of power divine, 

Thofe boundIefs4nercie8 that embrace mankind! 

Let man for ever wake the grateful (train, 

The facrifice of reafon j ever fing 

His Maker's works, and triumph in the fong. 

The bold adventurers on the flormy breaft 
Of ocean, tenants of the wat'ry world, 
Mark in the mighty wafle of feas and ikies. 
Magnificence divine. At his command 
The fwift wind fwceps the billows; up they rife 
Infuriate to the vault of heaven, then down . 
Precipitately Heep, difparting, ope 

The 
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The vaft abyfs voracious. Ah ! where then; 

Weak mariners, your hopes f Then the heart faints. 

From fide to fide they run, they reel, they fall. 

Inebriate with confufion. Nought remaint 

But trembling prayer, the laft appeal to I^eaven. 

Nor vain the lad appeal. Already fee ! 

The rapid ilormiubfides, and the wave fleeps. 

Alert within the merry failoi"s heart 

Springs hope ; and foon he h^ils the welcome port. 

O for the fpirit of exalted praife. 

To blazon high thoie ads of power divine, 

Thofe boundlefs mercies that embrace man kind ! 

From the full choir of undillinguifh'd crowds. 
From Wifdom's chofen fyn,od,cro wn'd with years. 
To Him for ever flow colledlive praife I 

Where in wild fweetncft rofe the fallying fpring, 
Where fpr^ad the copious river, where difplay'd 
The vale its verdanx honours, barren lies 
A dry wade, mark of Heaven's avenging hand ; 
Wben facred Juilice fpoke the doom of guilt. 

BWT 
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But lol where Oftce tkc dry wafte barren lay, 
Th^re in wild fweetoefs flows the fallying fpring^ 
There fpreads the copioos river, there difplays 
The vale its verdaot honoors ; hamlets fair. 
Rich harvefis, blaihjng vineyards, golden fruits^ 
And flocks abandant, the long^famifh'd fwaift 
Beholds delighted. Heaven's peculiar care 
Are all afftidkion's children ; When the yoke 
Of .^rn oppreffion fiaks the weary heart, 
Perifti the ftern oppreflfors ; low in duft. 
Low lies ^ach princely head ; while gnarded fafe» 
As flocks repofing in their evening fold. 
The peafant fieeps in peace. O fight of joy 
To faithful piety ; of confcious paia. 
And keen convidlion, to the heart of guilt ! 

This, this is Wifdom's leflbn, to explore 
The adive fcheme of Providence ; to learn 
Hii love divine; and, learnings to confide. 



Thejib^ 



The*e is no employment fo d^Hghtfut 
to af devout mind as this attention to the 
vifibfe adminiftration of providence. To 
conteniplate ihe Creator oTthd uhiverfe ia 
the magnificence of his works, ^ftlarges 
and elevates the foul-^lifts it above^ the 
irnpeftinence of vulgar cares, and ^tves it 
a kind of heavenly pre-exiftence. To con- 
fider flXe benevolent purpofes for whicn he 
called forth this variety and multitude of 
being, that Comes under our coghiiahce, 
muft Be a perpetual fource of comfort. A 
rational creature,. that is confcious of de- 
riving its exiftence from a being of infinite 
eoodnefe and power, cannot properly en- 
tertain any profpedl but of happinefs. By 
the imperfedlion of its nature it may fall 
into temporary evils, but thefe cannot 
juftly be the fubjeil of complaint, when 
we refledi: that this very impeufeftion was 

necefTary 
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lieceflTary to a probatory life, and that 
without it, there could neither have beeR 
virtue, nor the rewards of virtue. Every 
degree of excellence depends upon com^ 
parifon. Were there no deformity in the 
world, we fhould have no di^m€t ideas of 
beauty : Were there no poffibility of vice, 
th&rc would be no fuch thing as virtue ; 
and were the life of man exempt from 
mifery, happinefs would bea term of which 
he could not know the meaning. 



Adieu ! Be wife ancl happy. 



Frakcis* 
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LETTER XV. 



CONSTANTIA tO ThEODOSIUS. 



I 



F I could pronounce my heart to be 
perfectly at eafe, you would have the. 
only reward you defirc for your paternal 
care. But fhall I, on the contrary, avow 
my ingratitude? Shall I own that this 
obAinate, this petulant heart is not yet at 
reft ? Could it oppofe itfelf to the united 
efforts of reafon and religion ? Would it 
neither be foothed by harmony, nor 
filenced by philofophy ? Vain incorrigible 
heart I 

Indeed, my venerable friend, I muft 
not difTemble with you : I have not yet 
recovered my foilner peace. And yet 

why J 
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why ? I have the fame confidence in the 
' adminlftration of Providencb. I believe 
as much in his goodnefsy as much in his 
wifdofti. I attend t^ich the flime readi- 
nefs, on the duties of religion, and offer 
11^ my prayers with the fame affiance. I 
agree to every conclufioi) you have drawn 
cither from moral or religious arguments* 
I acknowledge the propriety, the duty' of 
refignation undier every circumftance of 
afHiction, and yet I am afflidted. I fee the 
abfurdity of grief, yet I am grieved. What 
can I do more ? I fubm it entirely to the 
difpenfations 'of providence. My will 
fubmits, I do not wifb to call my departed 
friend to life : Bat this fubmifHon does 
not clear my heart of forrow. Surely it 
has fom^ connedUons which are not 
obedient to the will, and from Which it 
derives involuntary pleaTuir or pain. .Is 

not 
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not this true ? We experience it in all 
I inftances of affcftion : Wc are fenftble of 

attachments we cannot account for ; and 
' as thofe attachments are facilitated or 

interrupted, we are happy or miferable 
independently of reafon or the will. If 
thcfe obfervations are founded upon truth 
and nature, I hope I Ihall ftand excufed 
both before you, and at a higher tribunal^ 
for thofe tears that have fallen over the 
grave of my Sophia. 

Think not th^t I implicitly gave 
myfelf up to the dominion of my soRRd vir. 
I have been too well acquainted with it 
not to know by what means its influence 
is increafed or abated. I do not deepen 
the gloom of melancholy by folitary reflec- 
tion ; I feek the focicty of the fiftcrhood, 
and endeavour to enter into their amufe* 

ments. 
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nents, as well as to join their devotions. 
Jn thofe hours when I muft neceflaVily be 
alone, if the uneafinefs of my heart hinders 
the approach of fleep, I have recourfe to 
my books i^ till at laft the weannefs of 
attention prevails over the force of forrow^' 
and procures me that lefl, which the latter 
would h^ve prevented. 

In the courfeof this reading. I have met 
with many things on which I wanted to 
confult youjbut moft of them have efcaped 
me. Some of thefe, however, I remember. 
In a book of divinity, which, I fuppofe,. 
muft have been written by one of the 
herefy of Calvin, the author aflerts that the 
** Almighty has appointed a day of grace 
«* to every man, beyond which there can 
" beno remiffion of fin *," I muft own 

• Many of our modern FanaticksiMethodiJis^ 
tff. bold this dodrittin 

I was 
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I was ftartled by this aflertion, as it feemed 
to me to be very * confequential. The 
following, I think, were fome of the texts 
on which he founded this belief. 

*' Seek ye the Lord, while he may be 
^^ found ; call ye upon him, while he is 
*' near. 

•* Oh, that thou hadft known, even 
** thou, in this thy day, the things that 
*' belong unto thy peace ! But now they 
" are hid from thine eyes. 

** Again, he limiteth a day, faying. 
To-day, if ye will hear his voice, harden 
not your hearts." 

In another paft of his book he maintains 
that it is impofliblefor ihofewhd fall into 
fin,* after having once been converted, to 
Tepent, or to be faved *. This doctrine 

'* Thit is another JoSirine of FattotUifin.. 

he 









he fupportebjr tfce foU^feiring paflagc in dif 
epiitlc to the HtHrews : 

^< It is impoilible for thofe who were 
^^ once enlightened, and have tafied of the 
** heavenly gift, and were made partakers 
«^ of the Holy GJioft, and have tailed^ the 
<< good word of God, and the powers of 
** the world to come ; if they fhall fall 
away, to renew them again unto repent- 
ance : feeing they crucify to themfelves 
^^ the Son of God afreih, and put him to 
*' open Ihame.'* 

s 

To this paiTage he adds another, fele&ed 
from the fame book« 

" If we, fin wilfully after we have 
*< received the knowledge of the truth^ 
** there ren\aineth no more facrifice for 
** fins, but a certain fearful looking for of 
*' judgment, and fiery indignation which 
" fhall devour the adverfaries. He that 

<* defpifed 
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« defpifefl Mofcs's hw died without 
" mercy, under two or three witnefles, 
•* Ofhowmuchforcrpunifliment, fuppofe 
** yCp -fliall he be thpught worthy^ who 
" hath t]:Qdden under foot the Son of 
•f Gpi;^ and, hath counted the bipod of 
" the covenant, wherewith he was fandli^ 
*' fied, an unholy thing, and hath done 
defpke to the Spfrit of grace ?" 



4( 



PuiusT own thefe texts appeared to. md 
to make very flirongly for his argument-^ 
and yet if thefe dodrines were generally 
received, I think they would open more 
avenues to defpair : for nAany Chriftiansy 
I fear, muft have finned wilfully after re- 
pentance and converfion. But, polTibly, I 
do not behold thefe Scriptures in a right 
point of view. Let me hope for your kind 
inftrudlions ; and pray for your 

Const ANTiA, 



^. ♦ 
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LETTER XVI. 

ThEODOSIUS to COKSTANTIA.. 



Y 



O U do well to amufe* yourfclf hy 
books and company ; that amufement 
will divert your melancholy more eflFcftu- 
^1ly than any precepts of philofophy. 

But what fliall I fay to your controver- 
fial ftudies ? Shall I praife you for weary- 
ing your eyes over the pages of Cajviniftfc 
dreamers ; — ' — for honouring with your 
attention the groundlefs doArines of nar- 
row fighted fanatics; who either from 
wantofknowledge or of candour, or more 
probably from want of both, have feized 
a limb of a text, and without attending 
either to .the writer's defign, or to the 
analogy of his reafoning, have founded 
upon the mere letter, docSrlnes that dlflio- 
nour their God ! ' ' 

Such, 



I 

■ 
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StJCH^ zrid fo founded^^are thofeyou 
have mentioned. 

That God hath appointed a certain 
period in the life of man, beyond which 
h; will not extend his grace to him, is a 
do£trine which is fo far from having any 
foundation either in reafon or revelation, 
that it is repugnant to the firft, and totally 
unfupported by the latter, 

Th£ texts which your author has 
produced in fupport of his opinion, have 
no manner of connection with it. 

'* Seek ye the Lord, while he may be 
^' found : call ye upon him, while he is 
"near/* 

The whole chapter from which this 
.pafiage Is taken, refers to th? time of the 
Mefliah's firft appearance. The prophet 
breaks out into raptures upon the view of 
Vol, U. L that 
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that glorious sera i and apoftrophiz^s to"^ 
the people that ihould then be born^ ^x-^ 
horting them not to lofe the happy oppor- 
tanity of making an intereft with the 
Redeemer while lie was perfonally prefent 
^ith them. 

** O thAt thou hadft known, even 
** thou, in this thy day, the things that 
** belong unto thy peace ! but now they 
** are hid from thine eyes." 

This is Chrift^ apoftrophe to Jeru- 
falem, when he foretold its approaching 
deftudlion. £ut what has this to do with 
the univerfal difpenfation of grace? The 
words are particularly applicable to the 
occafion on which they were fpoken, and 
to the object whereiiiito they vrttc ad- 
dreffed. " Unhappy city ! I ^lih thbk 
^* krietveft, in this thy Sdy^ While thou art, 
'** yet uftidcArbyfed, br V^hHc I ^ prefcnt 

^^ witli 
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^ frith thee, the things th^ hUt^ u^tc ^^y 
** p^c^y thy cvcrUftipg peace, the picTGief 
** of rcdfti»ptioii ; it(t n$w tk^y are bid from 
*? thine ^4s; at this time thou percwyieft 
«.* them not/* 

Or poffibly thy peace may fignify, thy 
temporal peace, and prefervation from 
thine enemies, which interpretation the 
following verfe feems to favour. '* But 
now they are hid from thine eyes. 
Because the days will come upon thee, 
when thine enemies,'* &C. I incline to 
thisfisnfe; but whether this or the other 
be the true one, is quite immaterial to the 
ceconomy of grace. 

Let us now confider the laft Scripture 
which your apthor has adduced in favour 
of his do<3:rine. 

" Again he limitcth a day, 'faying, 

** To-da^, if ye will Jhear .his voice/' 

h 2 The 
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The author of the cpiftlc to the H©^ 
brews, in the chapter from whence this 
pafiage is taken, endeavours to prove the 
certainty of that final reft which llill re- 
mained to the people of God. Thus he 
forms bis argument ; ^ That there is a 
reft for the people of God into which 
they have not yet entered, appears from 
that prophetic pfalm of David, which 
alludes to the time of 'Chrift appearance 
upon earth. The prophet referring to 
that time, faith. To-day, if ye will hear 
his voice. You fee he is determine as 
to the point of time.; he Ijmiteth or 
fetteth apart a day : Wherefore from 
this paflage it is apparent, that for you, 
Hebrews, for you the defcendants of 
thofe who provoked God in th&wilder- 
nefs, and were not permitted to enter 
into his reft, a final reft ftill 4-emains, 

-*> to which you are invited.' 

Thus 
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Thus it is, my. Conftantia, that the 
difciples of ignorance, folly and fanaticifm. 
By disjoining and mifconftruing the 
Scriptures, contrive their abfurd dodlrines. 
For inftance, the tenet above-mentioned. 
Is it confiftent with the juftice or the 
gpodnefs of God, who has appointed to 
man a life of probation,, to limit the 
advantages, which, in his mercy, he has 
vouchfafed to him, to a fhorter term thaiv 
his life ? While he leaves him ftill to 
contend with the enemies of his falvation, 
will he deprive him of his principal fup« 
port, the aid of his grace ? — his grace,, 
which he has promifed to thofe that 
a(k it, without exception, and without 
limitation ? 

I HAVE done with the firft tenet of your 
author; let us now fee whether the fecond 
be better founded* 

L 2 It 



It is iflfipoflibfc, iie irfaintsum, for thofe 
who jfall into fift, ifter having once been 
converted, to repent or to be favcd* Thi^ 
topiriioh be JTupporteS by two paflkges frbtA 
theepiftle to' the Hebrews. Without mak- 
ing any remarks on the infalliblity of that 
epiftle as t rule of faith, without taking 
notice of the difficulty and the late day 
of its admiflion among the canonical 
books, I fliall fliew you that your author 
has made the pafiages he has fele£led from 
that book prove' too much. What the 
writer of the cpiftle means by falling away 
in the firft paffage, and hy ftnning wilfulfy 
in the laft,is the denial of the faith they had 
profefled, and openly apoftatizing from it. 
This is clear from the conclufion of both 
the paiTages; Thofe who fdl away are 
faid to crucify to tbemjihds ihe Son of God 
efrejhy and to put him to open fitmt. Ai!id 
he who Jinmth wilfuly 1% reprefented to 

bavt 
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bim tico^lfn 'ifnder fpot the S/m (jf (^ 
to have cQii^tj4 tl^ bloo4 of ihf ffwgffi/^ 

§^to U^^iji^ defj^iU to the Spjrit of grace. 

From hence it appears that for a 
downright apoftate there is no hope of 
repentance or remiflion of fins. But your 
author has not confined this terrible de-> 
nunciation to open apoftacy* According 
to him, none who have fallen into fin after 
converfion are capable of being renewed by 
repentance, or faved by the redemption of 
Chrift, This dcftrinc is equally unfcrip* 
%)xx^\, and unxe4fonal>Ie. 

Should man, circumftanced as he 15?, 
beexpofed by frailty to final punifhment, 
or reduced, by accidentally falling into 
vice, to irretrievable ruin, ke might cither 
turn from the race that is fet before him 
kihopelefs defpondencc, or vainly contend 

with 



with danger and difgracc. The pilgrimage' 
of human life is infinitely troublefome and: 
perplext. Dangers there are and difficulties, 
which all muft encounter, which cail nei* 
ther be eluded by vigilance, nor annihiUated:^ 
by con tempt. 

A JUST man, fays the authdr of the 
book of Proverbs, falleth feven times, and 
rifeth again. In. this place a certain is 
put for an uncertain number ^ kven times 
being among the Jews an indefinite exr 
preffion ufed . to fignify . any moderate 
number. 

Our Saviour bimftlf being afked how 
oft a brother fhould offend and be entitled 
to forgivenefs, and. whether or not till 
feven times, anfwered;. * not until feven 
times, but till feventy times feven/ From 
this paiTage vrp have the utmoft rcafon to. 
hope that whenever man fliaU effectually 

repent. 
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itpent, the divine goodnefs will be read jf 
to forgive him. For if we arc commanded 
to receive into favour an of&nding brother^ 
however frequently he may have trefpaflcd 
againft us, ihall not our heavenly Father 
in like manner be ready to receive fuch as 
turn unto him ? Shall God recommend 
fuch a condu6t to man as he fhould not 
admit in^himfelf h Are, we not told that the 
repentance of a fianeris unexceptionably 
fo acceptable te the Almighty, that the 
angels inbeaven rejoice, and congratulate 
their fupreme and afFedlionate Creator on 
an event fo agreeable to his gracious mind ? 

The prodigal in the gofpely^titrns not 
to his father, till he had finifbed his courfe 
of riot, which was interrupted by nothing 
but his power to purfuc it^ He returns 
not till compelled by neceffity, and thercr 
fore his. repentance was not a voluntary 

virtue* 
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Tiitue. But, behold, fais father bee^ 
whik Y€t a great way off, stnd ppecludca^ 
his apologies by the moft endearing recep* 
tion. We have not, indeed, any account 
of a reUpfe in the accepted f>rodigal ; but 
we are told that hsfore the execution of 
hiB isepentance, he iaid unt» himXbJf, Hoir 
many hired fenraMs of my father have 
ioread enough, and to fpare, y/hiU I perifh 
with hui^ger ? Some fuch re^e&ions he 
snuft frequently ha^ made, when reduced 

to diftrefs, and again f>rbbab}y muft h.ave 
quitted them from various motives. 

We want not,^ however, this inftance 
to {HTOve that a (inner may be reftored ta 
favour aftcrfalling away from his former 
yefolutions and profeffions of obedience- 
Tbe-exampleofPeteris a fufficient proof 
»n tbk? cafe. To this I fhall add another 
which, Chough 'notof.fcriptural authority,. 

is 






is ttfpcflablc, and verjr much to the prc^ 
6nt purpofe. 

EvtE&ius tells us, that St. John, during 
his fAimftratJon to the weftern chufchc^^ 
caft his eye upon a young man remarkable 
for the extent of his knowledge, and the 
faigenuoufnefe of his mind. The aged 
apoftie tiiought that be had difcoveied ia 
him all ufeful inftrunlent for the propa* 
gation of Chfiffianity. Accordingly he- 
tobk particular pains to convert him^ and 
to inftruA him in the divine dvdrines o£ 
his great Matter. That he might %e «ill' 
beffter acquainted with the fyftem of 
Cbriftianity, at his departure, he reeom-^ ^ 
mended him to the care of a pious old 
father, who had fome authority in the 
infant church. The youth continued a 
WTiile in the duties of his new profeffion^. 
^d attended with care'ta the Ie£lures of 

bis 



Kis venerable tutor. Bat his former^Sb*- 
ciates, when they found themfel ves deferted 
by him, were grieved at the fuccefs of the 
apiofU^, and exerted their utmoft efforts 
t» regain fo ufeful and fo entertaining ,9 
companion. They fucceeded in their at-* 
tempts, and the father was foriaken. The 
apoftle a&er fomer time returned to thofe 
parts, and " where," faid he, with impji- 
tiencc, to his aged friend, "where, myi 
**/«llow. labourer, ismyfavouniteyouth ?-* 
' ** Alas P* replied the good old-man-, with 
tears in his eyes,^ " hcL is fallen, irreco- 
<^ verably fallen :, He has forfaken the 
'^ fociety pf the Saints, and is now the 
" leader of a gang of robbers in the 
•* neighbouring mountains,'* Upon hear-^ 
ing this unexped^ed and unpleafing ac-^ 
count, the Apoille forgot his fHfierings^ 
and his years, and haftened to the place 
<jf rcndcavous^^ where, being feized by 

fome^ 
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"fdt|[ic of the band, he defired to fpeak with 
their Captain. The Captain being told 
that tftrange pilgrim trflced id be ddmitted 
toMm.y ordered him -to be brought bfefore 
him. But when he beheld the venerable 
Apoftle, his hopes of amufement were 
changed -into fhameand confufton, and the 
bardy^ leader of a band of robbers trembled 
before a poor unarmed old man.He quitt^ 
once more the fociety of wickednefs, and 
lived and died in the fervice of hi^s Redeemer. 

From hence it is evident, that a relapfe 
-after repentance or converfion, was not 
looked upon by the primitiveChriftians,nor 
yet by the apoftles themfel ves, as any means 
of excluding the future mercies of God. 

. An utter apoftacy, an entire defertioa 
•of the faith we have profeffed, and a con- 
temptuous rejeftion of the grace we have 
vTCCeivcd, may, according to the author of 

the 
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the eplille to tke Hebrews, render us m- 
•capable of repeotance, and utterly .difc^usi* 
Itfy us for the future mercies of God« 
But fins inferior to thefe will notrediice v^ 
to the fame dreadful circumftanccs. Our 
Creator knMveth whnof we an rn^kfe^ h& 
nmembsretb that we are biii clay \ and though 
wemzyfall, yet weJhaUnot be cafiaway^ 
fmot he ttfhoUetb uswitbiis hand. 

God prefcrve you, my ^^miable fi;iend ! 
— prefervc and direft you through the un- 
certain paths of this world, till jou arrive 
at the realms of everlafting reft 5 till your 
innocent, your h^ppy fpirit fliall quit, 
without a figh, the tender frame th^it 
confines it, and rife, conduced by fome 
fmiling Angel, to the bleffed fociety of 
good men made perfect 1 

Adieu ! 

Francis, 
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LETTER XVn. 

CONSTANTIA tO ThEODOSIUS, 

X H £ cverlafting doors of futurity are 
•thrown open*— The race of life is sd- 
mo& run, and this, probably, is the laft 
time that your Conftantia will have^the 
happinefs of pouring out her heart to yott. 
«— I am'feized with the firft fymptoms of 
that pefiilential fever, which has been fo 
univerfally fatal, that it brings with it 
alnioft the certainty of death .Now, there- 
fore, before my faculties are overcome by 
the difeafe, I devote to you one hour 
more of a life in which you have had fo 
^reat an intereft. 

« 

In a iituation like this it is natural to 
look back, and to take a view of the country 

through 
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(brough which we have travelled^ hcfcft 
^c lofc light of it for ever. The ways 
through which I have walked, though in 
manycircomftances peculiar, and uiflike 
the allotment of others, have yet, like 
others, been various, and different in the 
different periods of the journey. Before 
myprefent illnefs I drtw up a (hort view 
of my life, part of which I will now tranf- 
cribe, that with you it may fervc as an 
apology for my conduct when I fhajl be 
no more. 

yfn jlpohgy'for the life of tijler CoN- 
STANCE, written by herfelf^ and ad^ 
drejjed to Taiher Fr anCis. 

YOU know how early I loft the beft 
and moft afFc£lionate of mothers. That 
was a misfortune which, though then only 
bewailed with tears which had no meaning, 

left 
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left behind it a cloud that ovicrihadowed 
t))ereft of tx^y life. Had my infant years 
been trained barber, I fhould have acquired 
the habits of virtue from the influence of 
cxampk. The wantof this was much to 
^e lamented, for there Is a happy contagion 
in the power 6f living excellence, wliich, 
while Mte admire, we' neceflariiy imitate* 
Thofc virtues which we draw from precept 
or {jpecalatlon are. feldom more than fpe* 
culative, but thofe which we derive infian- 
libly from the ipiitation of exemplary cha- 
rafiers become lafting and habitual. But, 
befides the lofs of aJbappy and an excellent 

r 

pattern of every female virtue, I was de- 
prived at the fame time of thofe maternal 
cares, thofe tender affiduities that watch 
over the young mind, accelerate the pro- 
grefs of reafon,. and fuppjy the want of 
experience by precept. Of thefc advantages 
Vol. II. M I was 



♦ » 

I was wholly deftitutc. For my father^ in- 
attentive tp^v^ry thi^gbut the acquifition* 
bfw^hh^: thought T)Ut little of the im- 
prpy^m^t ftfrhls Slaughter ; or, if he 
thought of j$ a^t all, condudc^that flie 
would ncc^JTarily improve in proportion t^, 
the advancement of her for^ne«— ;- Accord* 
Ji\gly I was atiandpnedtothe <5ommon forms 
of female e^ucatio^, without thofe priyate 
a^cntions,., thofe exemplary influences, 
which are of ifilimtcly greater importance 
th4n alljgeneral Jnftrudions. , ^ 

Thus unapprehenfive and uninformed, 
in the firft thougfatlefsadvanceis'from child* 
.hood to maturity^ is it to'be wondered that 
the amiable and accompliihed Theodofius 
(hould find an esify admittance to a heart 
where every ,paffion was awake, ill urW 
guarded, and nonejreftrainedi ^ 

But 
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ity of wifdom itklt ( pfii- 
dehce you have told me is but the ape of 

I wifclom) could have had cfewobje£li0ii!l 

agamftthe paffionthatlentertained. For 

I did it not receive a fandtion from the ok* 

jeftf What did I adfnrre in Theoddlus i 

Was It a fyipm^try of features? Was it 

n6t die piercing genius aiio the cultivated 

mind ? While his knowledge enlightc^n^, 

hislenfibility charmed me; and while at 

< once^hetaught my heart and my mind to 

expand) is it to be wondered that he made 

joom for himfelf i The powers of genius 

have an irrefiftiblc charm /or tafte i ahd 

while Theodofius was forming the mind 

of Conilantia, be was cherilhing a plant 

which^ like the; gourd of Jouah^ as fooa 

as it fprung up, would firetch its arms to 

embrace him* 

Ma When 



t «8o } 

WHfeK this ihttoSDurft of gretHngt^- 
dernefs w£» at ta end, when the obftinaty 
of rid icu)ottS pride divided the&riiilics of 
Theodofias and Conftantia, whit did I 
n6t feel from the ap()rehenfjon of being 
ftparated frdm the man I lo^ed ? Pride, 
however, came in tb my aid ; J'fhed a few 
ingry tbars, land eombfianded my heart to 
\)e at eaie. — But, aJas ! I dxm hmid that 
Theodofius was dearer to me thah I ima* 
gined— 'yet even, wil3i this conviftion, by 
the united influences of pride, and fear, and 
ftame, my naturaUttachk^ents to him were 
(Overborne ; and without confultihg either, 
imy happinefs or my inclination, I had the 
infatuation to acquiefcfc with tfaat'propofal 
tf my father which baniflied Theodofius. 

THiswasthemoftcuIpableclrcumftahce 
of my life— -a fault which indeed brought 

its 
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k$. punilhiiiciit along with it, and for wbiPht 
tb^ mifedesof one {Kciody and (he I9»U« 
tence of anodier, have, I hope^ iiuidc^ 
aidequate attotiemeot* 

The years that pafled between that event 
and my admii&on into this holy retreat 
were miferably worn away between the 
laugour of melancholy, and the acutenefs 
of grief— 'yet that plaintive and unrefigned 
ftate of mind was not, I truft, accompanied 
with any great degree of guilt, fince it 
was not at the difpenfations of providence 
that I murmured, bat at the fuppofed con- 
fequcnces of my own folly. That I refufed 
with refolute Indignation the man, to 
whom, before, I had been fo weak as not 
to deny my hand, was not enough to make 
fatisfadlion to hiy own heart. While I 
confidered Theodofius as dead, and myfelif 
as in fome meafure the caufe of his death, 

M 3 bctweerx 
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-"l^etween the grief of affedlon, and the in« 
quietude of confcience, I wis at length 
iteduced to the moft pitiable ftate botb of 
body and mind ; the one emaciated with- 
forrow and watching, and the faculties of 
the other almoft funic in ftupcfa6lion. 

• 

Great diftrcfles are the fpefires^of the 
mindy and, as it is fabled, of the ghofts of 
felf-murdered bodies, they hover o'er the 
fcene where their obje<5l is intombed. B«'-: 
iinefs and amufement^ fociety.and folitude 
were alike imprefied with the image of 
Theodofius^—The painful idea purfued me 
through every avocation, nor could I find 
a retreat from it in the bofom of friendfhip 
^— -The fympathizing heart of my Sophia 
added new foftnefs to my own, and the / 
tendernefsof her friendfhip made me feel 

more fenfibly the lofs of Theodofius» 

At 



At laJEI that dear lamented friend, with 
feme few mpre that pitied and regarded me^ 
applied' to my father for h\^ permiiEon 
that I might retire into a convent. Their 
generofity procured me what the voice of 
nature and the tears 6f duty bad iblieited in^ 
vain, and by the icrefiftihle ofier of dif^ 
charging the fees o^ my adhiiflioit^ they 
prevailied on the father of Conftantia that 
(he might be permitted to take the veil. 

"Since I entered upon the conventual 
life, my condo^ has been too well known> 
to you, ifnottoneed an apology,,at leafl: 
to be enlarged upon here. But after thofe 
afpirations of gratitude that rife to heaven, 
after thofe truly grateful fentimelnts which 
Imuftever entertain for thofe beneficent 
friends who procured my eftablifhmcnt ia 
this place — what words ihall I find ex- 

prcfSvc 
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preffivre of that gratitude which is dti^ t^ 
FATHER Francis ? — that tender, tliat 
afre£lionate father, who has hurfed my 
mind with thofe paternal afllduif les, whicli 
were fomewhat above the moft perfeft 
nature of man) which could only flow from 
a heai t,whej:e human fenfibilrty was exalted 
and refined by the immortal graces, and 
where Godhimfelf elevated and expanded 
that philanthropy which he loves. 

To the evfer venerable Father Francis I 
owe the greateft moral bieflings that arfe 
attainable in this world, peace of confci- 
ence, and reftitude of reafon. For the 
recovery of the firft, indeed, little more 
was neceflary than the certainty that The- 
odofius was alive and happy j but the con- 
folations of the father added to the prefence 
of the friend, replaced that c|uiet in my heart 

to 
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to which it had been fo long a ftranger. 
Thofe confolations^ however, were not 
more Toothing, than the leflbns that at- 
tended them were inftrudlive. While from 
thofe I derived content :^d comfort, from 
Y thele I received the lights of truth and 

reafbn, and was taught to look up with an 
intelligent adoration to that Being whofe 
eiTence is goodness and wisdom. From 
the confideration of theiediftinguifhing at- 
tributes, whenever he (hall refume that Iif6 
which he gave me, I ihall refign it into his^ 
' hands without forrow, and without fear. 



With difficulty I had written thus far^ 

when the importunity of mydiforderobliged 

me to lay down the pen. I have now re>« 

fumed it, and will bear it as long as I am 

i able, for while I hold but even an idea! 

cqnverfation with you, th^ fcnfe of pain is 

fufpenfed* 



f 
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Afpended.. Other than bodily pain I have- 

I 

none*. The pi^fuinption< with which my: 
apology concluded, I fuid^^was not vain. 
I am perfectly indiiFerent? to the approach^ 
•f death, and agreeably to tfaelcind wi& 
with which you once ^ concluded a letter, 
I truft that <^ my fpirit {ball quit, without 
^ fight^^tbe fjcame that confines itJ^' 

To you, my dcareft friend, my moft. 
venerable father, loved by tvtry dear, and: 
refpedled by every facred name, to you,., 
under the gracious appointments of Pro* 
vidence, 1 owe this* happy (erenity. By 
giving itie proper ideas of the author of 
xiature,.and the obligationsof his creatures,, 
you have taught me to look on death as^ 

• ms lafi letter rfConJIantiaf and the an/woer 
tfTheodefius^ Jetm to havtbtttt n»Titttnfinuyiar€ 
after the fveudingUtt en ^ <■ 

* . . ' one 



ent of bis Bcft i^^Md on all beyond' ih 
wlthoatmy appreheniion.. 



Behold here the rcwardof your piour 
labours ! Behold with pleafure'the refigna- 
tionofamind that you ftrengtiiencd, of 
a heart that you armed" againftyourfelf! 

" My heart was grieved, and i^ went 
** cvjcn through my reins* 

** So foollfli was Hnd ignorant, even a»- 
** it were an Irrational creature before thcc. 

«* Nevertheless I am always by thee, 
«< for thou h^ft holdcn mc by my right 
«* hand. 

<« Thou (halt guide me with thy coun* 
(tly, and after tha^ receive n^e in glory. 
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<< Whom^ fialt I lukvc in hetveji but 
^< thet^for there is none upon earth that 
^* I defire in comparifon of thee i 

«< My flcSi and mj heart faileth, but , 
^< Gediis thelbength of my heart, and my 
<< portion for ever!'* 



t. 
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And noWy.deareft, and moft revered of 
men, farewel .'—Whether we fliall meet 
again in any future allotment pf being, is j 

amongft the facrcd <jounfel of Providence. 
— I truft we fliall. — 'Till then indulge one 
tenci^r farewel frptn your Cpn$tantja!— 
Accept one pious, one g^rat^ful adi^u from 



1 
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LETTER XVIII. 

Theodosius to CoNSTAHTI'A. 

X^ET hot my Conthmtia %k lilarmcd 
when fte fees that tms tetter Is writ- 
ith hv another hand/ — ^Let ll(9r that 
fbrtittlde with whicK (he has fogt^tly 
iiLi[>ported her own fufFeringsbe difiblved 
in weaknefs for her friend : nor that noble 
tranquillity, with which fhc behdds the 
iipproBch of deaths be difturbed when (he 
is told that his bold is on Theodofius. I 
doubt not that ths eternal Provi« 
DENCE, who, in his wifdoni, interwove the 
interefts and the paf&ons of our lives, has, 
in his goodnefs, deternvined that they fliall 
clofe together. If this be one of his gra- 
cious difpenfations, I receive it not only 
with fubmiffion, bat with gratrtude.-*— * 

What 
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'Whit more could I deiire df:the dime 
ifieneficence than that, delivered. from this 
^prifonof earfb, I ^might accompany 'the 
fpiritofmy Conftantia to the regions of 
erverlaftingiiappinefiy to Come moreperfeft 
appointment an the fcale of>beingy where, 
the immortal facukiesihalLbe^refined from, 
human frailty^and'where^^powers of the 
ibttl ihallbe expanded bya nearer approach 
tothatPBRl^ECTioN, from which they are 
derived. .Ani^iated with hppes^ and fup- 
portedby ientiment^Hkethefe, let us wait 
without fear •theaf^firoacb iof death, and 
jeceive him glidly, becaufe he am^ih as a 
jf?/W,-^-*-^Iiidulgc, ^y Conitantia, the 
pleafinghope that our foiils will know each 
other in thefr future allotment. The pure 
attsi^hmentsofloveandiriendihip, founded 
upon^'andfupported bj efteem^ may lad 
4)^oaid the grave, 'becaufe they have their- 

exiftenee 



«^iftcncfc in the foul.— And will not th*t 
Being, whofe eflence is love, fupport and 
xherifh thofc connexions which areagree- 
able to his commands, and Chofe fentiments 
which are congenial with his own divine 
iiature ? WiU'be, who commanded u»to 
hvi one anabiTj extinguiib in the grave 
thofevirtuoasaffe^lions, which, when Ur- 
ing, itwasoMr-duty to cultivate *? It;is;nbt 
improbstWe that our tappinds in heaven 
may, in fome meafure, confift in t'He har- 
monious intcrcourfe of a porfeX .fociety ^ 
for I have no idea of afolitary happinefs 
even in the regions of peirfedion. More*, 
over, from what lit;tle accounts we find of 
:A\t angelic ftate in the facred writings, we 
fee'that the ideas of afTqciatjoa and inter- 
ceurfe are always annexed vto them. If 
then it is not to be doubted that in our fu- 
tuitift^te we ihall aiTociate with.fomeord^ 
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I, can uy thing be more provable 
than that we (kould mix with thofe kindxcd 
and congenial fpiriti ^ who like ourfelves 
have bad their appointments on earth, 
whether in different times and places, or * 
the fame ? If in the fame, which is ftUl 
probable^and if the indent! ty of our Ipiritual 
natures camiot be deflroyed, why fbould 
not thecharaderiftics of the foul be known 
in heaven as well as upon earth ? I am 
willing to believe, at lead, that theeternal 
Goodnefs will permit this future know* 
ledge ; and though we know too little of ' 
the ftate of fpirits to conceive the mode of 
their future communication, yet this we . 
know, that it is in the power of God to 
•permit what we wi(h for, and I truft that 
in his kindnefs, he will permit it. 
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. Then, my Conftantia ! for that ftatc of 
'exalted friendfliip, where the fears an4 
friailties of mortality fhall be known np 
tnore ! — For that happy intercourfe ci 
Spiritual pleafures, which ihall be no longer 
iubje£l to the inftttences of chance ox time ; 
which fhall neither beqppreiTed by langour^' 
nordifturbed by anxiety ! Compared with 
that ineffable complacency, that fublime 
delight which even the hope alpne of theft 
things ihfpireSy what are the fufferings^ 
however peculiar,, that we have hitherto 
endured ?— Were there, indeed, no future 
fiate of being to commence after this, wh^ 
would notwifli to be thus agreeably de- 
ceived i Who would not wifh to triumph 
over thcrfe gloomy apprehenfions, which 
the thought of annihilation muft neceilanly 
create, in a being to whom nature tins 
given the love of exiftencc ? 



B UT if the foretafte of future happineft 
1)e fo great ;— if, when only contemplated 
through the imperfeS medium of human 
Imagination, it is capable of infpiring fuch 
exalted delight, how inconceivably great 
muft the real and j)erfe£t enjoyment be f 
Let us here, my Cbnftantia, indulge the 
utmoft ftretch of hope — ^whatever an Al- 
mighty, and all-benefioent Being can give, 
and whatever our glorified factdties can 
receive, let us fuppofe our own, H that 
giveth not dfhU fpirit bytmafure^ be that 
^pemth bis handj andjhuttethitnotagain'^ 
Jhall not he freely give us all thinp ? 

» 

When I confider the wifdom and bene* 
yolence of that Almighty Being, through 
whofekindnefs I haye hitherto been fup- 
ported in life, like my Conftantia, I can 
ipalk without trembling through the dark 
. . ^ valley , 



